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Miracle 
By Elizcbeth Edmonds 


And I will restore to you the years that the locust 
hath eaten,—Joel 2: 





' Friends. From Prexy’s 


HE years I wasted wandering far 
From God’s appointed place 
Shall be restored—the promise given— 

A miracle of grace. 


The locusts of self-will and pride 
Have eaten starkly bare 

The budding years of virile youth 
That should have blossomed fair. 


In humble penitence I mourn, 
With contrite heart confess 

The bitter, barren wandering 
In Satan’s wilderness. 


O matchless metcy, boundless grace, 
That by love’s alchemy 

Those wasted years shall be restored 
And I from sin set free! 


Yes, ‘saved to serve,’’ and still bear fruit 
For Christ I now adore— 

God’s miracle of love and grace— 
Praise Him forevermore! 


Wg 
The Fallacy of Freedom 


Most men care more about what they 
call freedom than they do about right- 
eousness. “The truth that makes men 
free” is a much misunderstood, much 
abused expression based on our Lord’s 
word that “the truth shall make you 
free” (John 8:32). Most men mistakenly 


think that freedom, or liberty, means 
freedom to think as they please, speak 
as they please, write.as they please, 
worship as they please. No such right 
is declared or recognized in the Bible. 
There will be no such freedom as that, 
for example, during the Millennium 
when Christ is reigning over this earth 
in righteousness and with a rod of iron. 
Men will not then be free to hold public 
or private meetings to express their 
wild and unrighteous convictions as to 
overthrow of government, anarchy, “free 
love,” and such spawn of Satan. They 
will not be free to worship false gods, 
such as “Father Divine” and Satan, or 
to follow such Christ-denying cults as 
Christian Science, New Thought, Unity, 
Psychiana, Ballardism, Millennial Dawn- 
ism, and the like. All such open 
sin and unrighteousness will be put 
down instantly by the righteous and 
reigning King, the Son of God. But 
more men than ever before “shall know 
the truth,” and the truth shall make 
them free, for “If the Son therefore 
shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed” (John 8:36). The only true 
freedom is that of belief in, and full 
surrender to, Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
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1940 — Still a Closed Book 


Five pages of the new year have 
already been turned, as the date of this 
issue of the Tmmes dawns upon us. Each 
of us knows whether our handwriting 
on those pages has been good, or 
whether perhaps even now there are 
blots. But 361 pages are still before 
us, and, with God’s hand upon ours, the 
writing on each one can be steady and 
legible, and a continual witness to his 
grace in our lives. The year is as in- 
scrutable as that mysterious book in 
Heaven, which John describes in the 
Revelation, and which no man could 
open. But when it was placed in the 
hands of the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the Root of David, the Lamb, he pre- 
vailed to open it. So let us place this 
new year in his hands now, without 
delay, and humbly and reverently join 
in that heavenly chorus: “Thou art 
worthy to take the book, and to open 
the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation; and hast made 
us unto our God kings and priests: and 
we shall reign on the earth.” 
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Encouragement Amid Discouragement 


“Be of good cheer; I have overcome 
the world” (John 16:33). 


collapsing. Great nations which 

formerly were civilized have be- 
come heathen, and some which were 
once professedly Christian have become 
pagan. Old-time reputable peoples, 
which had high political standards, care 
nothing néw for pacts and make treaties 
only to break them. The best that the 
best of rulers know, when national mis- 
understandings come, is to raise great 
armies and navies and put the choice 
young men of the nation on the front 
line where they will be slaughtered by 
tens of thousands. Civilization, which 
has been so painfully built up through 
hundreds of years, is rapidly falling to 
pieces. The great State Churches are 
like some of their cathedrals in Europe, 
shell-torn and destroyed, with scarcely 
one truth left upon another. Even Prot- 


Te world in many directions is 


estant Christianity, which was once 
Scriptural and spiritual, is shot through 
with infidelity, Modernism, Socialism, 
and Communism. No wonder, with 
such conditions prevailing, that men are 
in despair and know not which way to 
turn. 

Other conditions are more particular 
and also more serious. 

It is a generally acknowledged fact 
that the Puritanical days have gone, and 
that the standards of morals throughout 
the world, including those of England 
and America, are markedly lower than 
they once were. The war of twenty-five 
years ago was a potent cause of this 
change. A spiritual looseness came over 
peoples, as a result of that war, which 
has never been obliterated. War is a 
terrible thing, not only for those who 
engage in conflict, but also for those who 
stand apart and look on. The man who 
does no more than think war, talk war, 
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and envisage war becomes, in the nature 
of the case, grosser in mind and action 
than he was before. Thus false ideas 
have permeated society at large, till the 
whole fabric of life has been shot 
through with dark and evil threads of 
existence, 

The present-day talk of young people 
suggests this thought, and their present- 
day actions confirm it. A young lady 
who belonged to a highly respectable 
family asked a friend of hers, soon after 
the Great War, how many children a 
woman is supposed to have before she 
is married. One is thankful that she 
got the answer she deserved. But many 
other women would have replied differ- 
ently, and the inquiring woman would 
have been satisfied. So life in these days 
has gone on amiss till it is more bestial 
than it was. For evil influences have 
not stood afar off; they have affected 
the civilian as well as the soldier, the 
old as well as the young. And what 
are the godly to do? Aside from pray- 
ing, about the only thing they can do is 
to stand aghast. It is thus that discour- 
agement has come into our social life, 
until right-minded people are almost 
overwhelmed. 

But the worst, sooner or later, is yet 
to come. Prophetic students are agreed 
that the world is now madly rushing on 
to the frightful climax foretold in the 
Scriptures, when Antichrist will reign 
over the earth and destroy, for a time, 
almost everything that is good. For as 
surely as Christ will come, so surely 
the Man of Sin will come, and that time 
may not be far off. This will be a time 
when Satan will have a tool on earth 
with which he can do what he pleases. 
And woe betide the people who will be 
living in that day! “For then shall be 
great tribulation, such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, 
no, nor ever shall be.” Happily, the 
Great Destroyer will come to destroy 
the destroyer. But meanwhile men’s 
hearts fail them for fear and for look- 
ing after those things which are coming 
on the earth. 

All of this constitutes a disheartening 
situation. But in spite of it, there is 
room for encouragement. Let us con- 
sider this statement. 

David was a wonderful type of the 
suffering Church. Born in a low estate, 
God exalted him to be a king. A ruler 
over many, he was cast down under Saul 
and made an outcast. Having an almost 
life-long enemy in Saul, he found God 
his Deliverer step by step. Moaning out 
his plaints before God, he turned his 
platitudes into psalms. Sad and broken 
of heart, he found his comfort in Jeho- 
vah. There was no cup of sorrow which 
his lips did not touch, and he drank so 
deep of soul-anguish that he taught all 
the world how to conquer in the midst 
of affliction. David is dead; yet he still 
lives, for his Book of Psalms can never 
die, and it teaches men to be like the 
shepherd boy who became a king. 
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There was a secret in David's life 
which made him the man that he was. 
Once the Amalekites had taken his capi- 
tal city, had led into captivity his two 
wives, had destroyed all that was best 
and most dear to him, and had left him 
alone in the midst of a sorrowing and 
weeping people. It was a time when 
no one could give him comfort. David 
could but weep with those who wept, 
being greatly distressed. And the worst 
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of the matter was that his followers 
turned against him and spoke of stoning 
him, holding him responsible for all the 
evil that had come to pass. Under such 
circumstances, hope well nigh vanished 
and discouragement took its place. But 
the king found one solace. The Scrip- 
ture says that “David encouraged himself 
in the Lord his God” (1 Sam. 30:6). He 
could not look down or around, but he 


(Continued on page 9) 
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No “Rod of Iron” for Christ? 


A very dear friend has just presented 
me with THe Sunpay Scuoot Trnres for 
Oct. 21. In the lesson article by Dr. 
Ironside I notice the following sentence: 
“Therefore there can be no peace on 
earth until he returns to rule the nations 
with the rod of iron — inflexible right- 
eousness — as predicted in Psalm 2.” 

Who, please, is the “he” who is to 
“rule with the rod of iron’? 


Is it Stalin or Hitler, or possibly the 
head of the military force of Japan? 
These and some others meet the condi- 
tion of seeking peace by ruling the world 
with a rod of iron. 


The moral government of God is and 
always has been invincible in punishment 
of sin, but please do not put our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ in the company 
of those who save the world, or bring 
peace, or attempt to, by adopting the 
weapons of evil. 


What have you to say for yourselves? 

—A New York pastor. 

The only thing that THe Sunpay 
ScHoo. TIMEs can “say for itself” is that 
the Word of God declares that the time 
is coming when the Lord Jesus Christ 
shall rule over this earth with a rod of 
iron. God goes much farther than this 
in the extreme statements he makes con- 
cerning the severity of that rule when 
the time comes. 

The New York pastor asks who it is 
who is to “rule with the rod of iron.” 
Dr. Ironside’s article, from which this 
pastor quotes, made this very plain. Dr. 
Ironside wrote, concerning men who 
“have rejected the word of the Lord” 
(Jer. 8:9), that “They refused to ac- 
knowledge God’s King when he came 
according to the prophetic Word.” Does 
this pastor not know who God’s King 
is? Many Scriptures answer: He is 
the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Dr. Ironside continues: “Therefore there 
can be no peace on earth until he re- 
turns to rule the nations with the rod 
of iron—inflexible righteousness — as 
predicted in Psalm 2.” 

* The Second Psalm is impossible to 
misunderstand if one really believes the 
Bible. It describes the revolt of earthly 
rulers against God and Christ, as “The 
kings of the earth set themselves, and 
the rulers take counsel together, against 
the Lord, and against his anointed, say- 


ing, Let us break their bands asunder, 
and cast away their cords from us.” We 
are seeing just that today in Russia and 
Germany, and the Bible shows that this 
revolt against God and Christ will in- 
crease among earth’s nations, not de- 
crease, until the Lord returns. The 
Psalmist continues, giving us God’s own 
words: “Yet have I set my king upon 
my holy hill of Zion. I will declare 
the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, 
Thou art my Son; this day have I be- 
gotten thee. Ask of me, and I shall give 
thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
thy possession. Thou shalt break them 
with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them 
in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” ‘Then 
comes the divine plea, which some 
earthly rulers are heeding and will heed: 
“Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be 
instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve 
the Lord with fear, and rejoice with 
trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be an- 
gry, and ye perish from the way, when 
his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed 
are all they that put their trust in him.” 

But the Scripture referred to by Dr. 
Ironside is only one of many Scripture 
passages that declare the same truth. 

God gave Daniel, for example, the true 
interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream of the great image (Dan. 2), 
which symbolized and predicted the 
course of history in the four great 
world-empires since and including Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s own reign. He showed that 
the last of the great world-empires shall 
be ended when “in the days of these 
kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom, which shall never be de- 
stroyed: and the kingdom shail not be 
left to other people, but it shall break 
in pieces and consume all these king- 
doms, and it shall stand for ever. Foras- 
much as thou sawest that the stone was 
cut out of the mountain without hands, 
and that it brake in pieces the iron, the 
brass, the ciay, the silver, and the gold; 
the great God hath made known to the 
king what shall come to pass hereafter: 
and the dream is certain, and the inter- 
pretation thereof sure.” 


(Continued on page 9) 
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Mistakes God Did Not 


How the balance of nature witnesses to the wisdom of B 
God and the inspiration of the Bible y 


Make en on 
B. H. Shadduck, Ph.D. 














IFE on earth depends on the good 
behavior of snowflakes. Just a 
little mistake by the Creator, and 

the earth would be as dead as the 
other planets. 

Many astute minds have overlooked 
the fact that if life had evolved on 
the earth without a master mind it 
would have evolved its own destroyers. 

If the Holy Scriptures had not been 
inspired, some of the hundreds of mis- 
takes that are found in all other an- 
cient books would have gotten into the 
Bible, and it would be as easily dis- 
credited as they are. 

Many visionary theories would not be 
taken seriously if men realized that, 
through the centuries, subtraction and 
addition must play together or break 
up the game. If for the last 3,000 years 
the annual birth rate of mice or men 
had exceeded the death rate by only 
one-half of one per cent, a million more 
worlds would have been needed for 
colonization. 


The Delicate Adjustment of Nature 


Honest thinkers must see, if they in- 
vestigate, that only an infallible mind 
could have adjusted our world and its 
life in its amazing intricacies. The pur- 
pose of this paper is to show that it 
would have been a mistake if God had 
done any other way than the Bible says 
he did. 


The God of the Holy Scriptures is the 


only God whom scientists seriously con- 
sider — all others have been discredited. 
He is the only God whom freethinkers, 
rethinkers, and methinkers regard as a 
worth-while target. Yet the nominal 
church has leaders who apologize for 
the mistakes of the Bible—the only 
source of authority the church has. 

Of course, if, through the ages, God 
has sponsored a religion that needs to 
have its discredited theories replaced 
every century, as science does with its 
own theories, he must have made many 
mistakes. 

Man is the mistake-maker of the uni- 
verse. He has made more trouble for 
God and himself than is within the 
bounds of human calculation. A colony 
of ants makes fewer errors. A library 
could be filled with details of silly and 
even appalling superstitions that have 
shackled the race— many of them with 
us yet. 

All other ancient books accepted the 
delusions of their times. You would 
expect a God to know better. He did. 
If the Bible warned against black cats, 
planting in the wrong phase of the moon 


A few years ago a section of South 
Philadelphia was flooded by the 
Delaware River. It was pointed out 
at a meeting of the Delaware Valley 
Ornithological Club that hunters liv- 
ing near the banks of the river had 
ruthlessly slaughtered the hawks, 
which had preyed upon the com- 
mon rats and muskrats. As these 
were allowed to multiply, by gnaw- 
ing and burrowing they let the water 
trickle through the dikes, which in 
turn destroyed many of them. Thus 
the people helped to bring upon 
themselves 2 disaster that caused 
much property damage. 

In this article, to be published in 
two parts, Dr. Shadduck masses to- 
gether evidence of the same sort, 
from the natural world, showing 
how marvelousiy God has planned 
all things for man’s good. Man 
continually makes mistakes, but God 
overrules, and “is longsuffering to 
us-ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come. to 
repentance.”. While Dr. Shadduck’s 
article is filled with scientific facts, 
yet his witty style makes interesting 
and delightful reading. 








or when the signs of the zodiac are not 
propitious, if the Bible had sponsored 
any of the hoodoo, voodoo, powwow, and 
jinx-defeating rites that are yet popular 
with many, ignorance would be a Chris- 
tian asset. Those who insist that much 
of the Bible is folklore have yet to ex- 
plain why the Bible disapproves of “old 
wives’ fables,” sorcery, enchantment, 
soothsaying, witchcraft, necromancy, and 
the flood cf superstitions that enslaved 
the world. 


Old-Fashioned Medicine 


It is not so long ago that the treat- 
ment of many sick people started with 
the bleeding of the patient. In my youth, 
children with measles were dosed with 
a tea made from the refuse of the sheep 
barn, and children with croup were 
given a drink so revolting that I shrink 
from naming it. If the Bible prescribed 
any of a hundred old-time remedies now 
discarded by science, atheists would 
make much of it. In the Bible we have 
figs for poultice, wine for disinfectant, 
and oil to anoint damaged tissues — good 
medicine yet. 

The Bible is the only ancient sacred 
book that has emphasized prophecy and 
has staked its case on the forecasts of 
the prophets. Prophecies that do not 


come true ought to discredit their pur- 
veyors; but unfortunately multitudes 
come back for a second and third help- 
ing. Since my days in the little brick 
schoolhouse I have heard and read the 
forecasts of teachers, philosophers, 
statesmen, poets, politicians, and some 
preachers, who with amazing unanimity 
have prophesied the speedy moral uplift 
of the nations. For a few decades it 
seemed evident to many that reform 
forces working in and with the church 
might Christianize society, before the 
order of events foretold by our Lord 
could reach consummation. But the 
forecasts of a million volunteer prophets 
have now been discredited by present 
world conditions—the Bible is unim- 
peached. Surely no student of the Bible 
will say that God ever promised peace, 
prosperity, and stability to any nation 
when its show houses, stadiums, arenas, 
grandstands, night clubs, and saloons 
are crowded and its churches compara- 
tively empty. Just now, it takes a deal 
of credulity to blow the whistle for 
Utopia as the next station stop. We 
have had prophecies from every stratum 
of society,—from poolroom to pulpit, 
—and those not in harmony with the 
Word of God have failed. Those who 
think of the Bible as a back number 
would show sagacity by reflecting on 
the words of our Lord, “Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away” (Matt. 24:35). The 
Bible records no prophecy having to do 
with our times that has not been ful- 
filled or is in process of fulfillment. 


Keeping the Elements in Order 


Scientists tell us that there are nearly 
a hundred elements in the make-up of 
our world. These elements have affini- 
ties and aversions, and are the play- 
grounds of opposing forces, yet with all 
their pulling and pushing there is a 
nicety of balance that is amazing to 
thinkers. There may be other elements 
somewhere in the universe, but another 
one here might upset the balance of 
those we have, and certainly if any 
one of a dozen elements that could be 
named were taken away, earth would 
be a desert. God has just the right num- 
ber, in the right proportion, and they 
behave in exactly the right way so that 
all the pulls balance all the pushes. 

Without lime there could be no bones. 
Without oxygen there could be neither 
air nor water. Without nitrogen there 
could be no life. If there were too much 
of any one of a dozen elements that 
could be named, or if some of the deadly 
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poisons were not made harmless by 
locking them together, life would be 
impossible — the world would choke us, 
poison us, burn us, freeze us, or blow 
us up. 

Most of what man knows, he learned 
from some other person’s experiments or 
mistakes, and after a fourth of his life 
spent in school, man fumbles with the 
mysteries of life and matter — sometimes 
with an air of profundity. God served 
no apprenticeships. 

If, through the centuries, snowflakes 
accumulated one-half of one per cent 
faster than they melted, the water of 
the earth would pile up in mountains of 
ice until the weight crushed the crust 
of the earth or gathered all the water 
of the earth in frozen embrace. Reflect 
on how a little change would result in 
that one-half of one per cent, and con- 
sider that there have been glacial ages. 
If the melting point of ice were slightly 
lower, if the-earth were tilted otherwise 
than it is, if the highlands were higher, 
if the atmosphere were ‘thinner or shal- 
lower, if the sun were smaller, cooler, 
or farther away this might easily follow. 


If Water Froze at a Lower Point 


From absolute zero, 460 degrees be- 
low Fahrenheit zero, up to the boiling 
point of water at 212 above, is 672 de- 
grees. Anywhere between these extremes 
God could have fixed the freezing-melt- 
ing point, but anywhere except where 
it is, at 32 above, would have been a mis- 
take. If water froze 4 per cent of the 
672-degree range lower than it now does, 
it could rain in a temperature of 6 de- 
grees above zero. Man and most warm- 
blooded animals would chill to death 
with a wet skin in such cold. Where 
now there are vast fields of snow that 
store up water against the heat and 
drought of summer, there would be 
winter floods and guttered hillsides. If 
God had fixed the freezing point 2 per 
cent of the range higher, there would 
be frosts whenever the temperature 
dropped to 45 per cent above, and snow 
and ice would never melt in colder areas 
of the earth. Whatever caused the ad- 
vance and retreat of the ice fields is 
glacial ages, there could be no retreat 
if water froze at 45 per cent above. 

Much as the existence of plants and 
animals depends on the freezing point 
peing where it is, it would never do to 
have oceans freeze at 32 per cent above. 
In Polar seas the yearly thawing could 
not balance the yearly freezing, and ice 
would accumulate through the centuries. 
To prevent such a disaster, God put 
salt in the sea and arranged that evap- 
oration takes nothing but fresh water 
back to the land. 

What a fickle substance water is! Its 
molecules lock together in flinty embrace 
as ice, cover the earth with a dry blan- 
ket of snow in winter, quench the thirst 
of plants and animals, shade us from 
the sun as clouds, drive ponderous 
machinery as steam, and, if super-heated, 
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push one another through the steel plates 
of a boiler. Then if you take water 
apart and light a match, it will blow 
you up. 

Suppose water were more or less vola- 
tile. If it evaporated more readily there 
would be more moisture in the air, more 
clouds in the sky, but land and vegeta- 
tion would more quickly dry up in 
drought intervals. If water evaporated 
less readily, more of the earth would 
be a desert. 


If Ice Were Heavier 


Water gets heavier as it gets. colder. 
Atheistic scientists would assure us that 
this is a fixed law, eternally unalterable, 
if they had not seen ice. Heavy ice 
would settle to the bottom; some lakes 
and rivers would freeze solid; icebergs 
below the surface would endanger ship- 
ping; ice jams would more easily block 
channels; animals could not cross streams 
in winter. God did not overlook any- 
thing. When water cools to 32 degrees 
above, the so-called law goes into re- 
verse and water becomes much lighter. 
If God gave to an inexperienced angel 
a barrel of human brains and gave him 
the task of designing another world, he 
would not in a hundred years think 
of combining two gases into a substance 
so that man can use it to build houses 
with it, walk on it, drink it, wash in 
it, catch fish out of it, turn a desert 
into a garden with it, make rainbows 
of it, drive machinery with it, boil beans 
in it, and then use it to put out the fire. 
When God made the world he had vast 
quantities of chlorine and sodium, one 
destructive to life, the other a deadly 
poison. This was not a problem for 
a resourceful God; he made them fond of 
each other and locked them together in 
each other’s embrace as salt, without 
which earth would be uninhabitable. 
Then, because too much salt on the sur- 
face of the earth would ruin it, he buried 
most of it. Now, after thousands of years, 
man has learned how to take salt apart 
and make poison gas for his wars and 
disinfectants for his plague spots. 

If wonders were not so commonplace, 
the world would marvel that God has 
created elements that reverse their very 
nature when combined with others. Oxy- 
gen makes the fire blaze with a heat 
that will melt steel; hydrogen is ex- 
plosive when touched with flame; to- 
gether, as water, they put fire out. 
Nitrogen makes air, in combination with 
oxygen, but when it is “fixed” in other 
combinations it becomes food, fertilizer, 
medicine, or explosives. 

Why did not God make the world so 
big that nations would not destroy them- 
selves fussing over it? Indeéd, some 
religious groups talk bravely about 
“building a new world”—and there 
doesn’t seem to be any place to build 
it! Why not have a wofld twice as 
great in diameter? The force of gravity 
depends on the size of the world. To 
multiply the size of the world would mul- 
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tiply the weight, of everything on the 
earth, from dew drop to avalanche. Im- 
agine, if you can, a 400-pound fireman 
carrying a 350-pound woman down a 
ladder that was near to breaking with 
its own Weight. Falling hail would hit 
much harder, heads of wheat would be 
too heavy for the straw, great forests 
would go down in a sleet storm, fruit 
trees would break under their burdens, 
a fall down siairs would finish most of 
us, and people with shaply ankles would 
be most unfortunate. The contents of 
the stomach would weigh much more, 
and the man who ate a large beefsteak 
might dream that he had swallowed the 
skillet. 

What would life on earth be like if 
the earth were one-half its present diam- 
eter? Certainly the weight of every- 
thing on the earth would be greatly 
reduced. Astronomers say that a 150- 
pound man removed to the smaller 
planet Mars would weigh only 57 pounds. 
Mars has a diameter more than half as 
great as the earth. If sand, dust, and 
loose matter on the earth surface were 
only one-third its present weight, you 
can guess what would happen in a wind 
storm, and imagine what a wind would 
do to the sea if water weighed one-third 
its present weight. The effect on climate 
and temperature would depend on the 
adjustment of other factors. 


Are Mountains Only Scenery? 


When God made mountains, he did 
more than make scenery for us. With- 
out elevated lands there could be no 
drainage, and earth would be largely 
swamp and shallow sea. Water supply, 
wind, rain, and temperature depend on 
mountains. Without them, most of our 
minerals and metals would never have 
been utilized. 

The radius of the earth is nearly 4,000 
miles. If any considerable area of the 
earth’s surface were heaved up one- 
tenth of one per cent of that radius, 
snow and ice would collect through the 
ages until the earth crust collapsed or 
the earth became lop-sided. Of course, 
we have mountains more than four miles 
high, but they are cone shaped and 
glaciers carry snow and ice down to 
melting level. 

“Who hath measured the waters in 
the hollow of his hand, and meted out 
heaven with the span, and comprehended 
the dust of the earth in a measure, and 
weighed the mountains in scales, and 
the hills in a balance?” (Isa. 40:12.) 

We have great tablelands, but the 
God who weighed and measured them, 
and fixed the melting point of snow, 
kept them below the danger line. Just 
a little mistake of a thousandth part 
of the earth’s radius, and the earth would 
be interesting to look at through a tele- 
scope. 

Scientists say that far above us there 
is a layer of ozone that screens out cer- 
tain rays from the sun which would 

(Continued on page 17) 


Oy 


ecm, 





ee 


re 





Lesson for January 21 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








Can you give three reasons? 


Why Palestine Will Be Coveted by the Nations 
By Louis S$. Bauman, D.D. 
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which the nations, in the final hours 
of their dominion, will gamble 
their wealth and their fiesh and blood, 


Tie Palestine, will be the prize for 


must be a matter of knowledge to all - 


ciose students of the words spoken by 
the prophets of God. 

It is into Palestine that the king who 
“shall do according to his will” (Dan. 
11:36) will march when the Almighty 
God takes off his halter and permits 


~him to go forth “conquering, and to con- 


quer” (Rev. 6:2). The words are clear 
and unmistakable: “He shall enter also 
into the glorious land . . . And he shall 
plant the tabernacles of his palace be- 
tween the seas in the glorious holy 
mountain” (Dan. 11:41, 45). Palestine 
will become the possession of the Anti- 
christ, the man on the white horse who 
shall. ride forth, as we have seen, from 
Rome, headquarters of the revived Ro- 
man Empire. Only Edom, Moab, and 
Ammon, the wilderness countries be- 
yond the Jordan, “shall escape out of 
his hand” (Dan. 11:41). The reason for 
the escape of these three wilderness 
countries is plain. God has ordained 
them to be a place of refuge for Israel, 
when the Antichrist sets up his image 
(Rev. 13:14, 15) “in the temple of God, 
shewing himself that he is God” (2 
Thess. 2:4). In that hour the “woman” 
(Israel) is to flee “into the wilderness, 
where she hath a place prgpared of 
God, . . . where she is nourished for 
a time, and times, and half a time [three 
and one-half years], from the face of the 
serpent” (Rev. 12:6, 14). This is in 
harmony with our Lord’s own command 
recorded in Matthew 24: 15-18. 

Not alone will the head of the re- 
vived Roman Empire set covetous eyes 
on Abraham’s land; but, after he has 
conquered it in his last triumphant 
march — when he shall have marched 
on into Egypt where “the precious things 
of Egypt” (Dan. 11:43) shall have be- 
come his— Gog (Russia) and his hordes 
shall come forth from his “place out 
of the north parts” (Ezek. 38:15) “to 
take a spoil, and to take a prey... 
upon the people that are gathered out 
of the nations” (Ezek. 38:12). ' There 
can be no doubt about it. the Russian 
Bear, colossus of the north countries, 
will also covet the land given to Abra- 
ham and his seed for a possession for- 
ever. Inasmuch as all the nations of the 
earth, in the final hours of our age, will 
be allies of one or the other of these 
two colossi, it can be truthfully said 
that Palestine will be a coveted prize 
for all nations. So much for the fact. 
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It is startling to be told that “Satan 
and his cohorts are going to try to 
beat our Lord to the throne in Pal- 
estine.” But Dr. Bauman dares to 
make that statement, and he proves 
it from Scripture. 


Many people have not yet realized 
that Palestine is the prize for which 
the nations are even now beginning 
to gamble—a prize for which all 
nations will eventually fight. Can 
you think why this should be so? 
Dr. Bauman gives us three plainly 
declared reasons why, according to 
the Word of God, Palestine will more 
and more become the coveted prize. 


It occupies a geographical position 
held by no other nation in the 
world. 


It has mineral wealth that makes 
all other nations seem almost pov- 
erty-stricken in contrast. 


And the King of kings has de-' 
clared that it is the land from which 
He wili reign over the earth. 


These three reasons are explained 
convincingly in this article — the 
seventh in the series, “Light from 
Bible Prophecy on the European 
War and Its Results,” which is at- 
tracting nation-wide and world-wide 
attention. The series will continue 
with several more articles of vital 
and startling significance. 








But why will the nations covet this 
little strip of land? We know that again 
and again, through ages past, vast armies 
have fought and bled and died for its 
possession. The historian records nearly 
fifty separate blockades, sieges, captures, 
and destructions that Jerusalem has 
known. No land on earth has been so 
drenched with human blood. Its ruins 
have piled up until today they ‘stand a 
literal fulfillment of an oft-repeated 
prophecy, “And Jerusalem shall become 
heaps” (Jer. 26:18; 9:11; Psa. 79:1; Micah 
3:12, etc.). 

Doubtless one reason why kings cast 
covetous eyes upon this land is because 
of its strategic geographical position. 
Ezekiel declares it to be “the navel of 
the earth” (Ezek. 38:12, R. V., margin). 
Webster tells us that the navel is “the 
central part or point of anything.” Else- 
where it is recorded: “Thus saith the 
Lord God; This is Jerusalem: I have set 
it in the midst of the nations” (Ezek. 
5:5). Sir John Mandeville in his book 


of. Travels wrote: “The Holy Land, 
which men call the land of promise 
or behest, passing all other lands, is 
the most worthy land, most excellent, 

. the sovereign of all other lands 

. the heart and the middle of the 
world.” Pope Urban, Mohammed, and 
many others have declared that, because 
of its geographical position, Jerusalem 
is “placed in the very center of the 
world.” Kurtz says: “Viewed geo- 
graphically, politically, or commercially, 
Palestine is the ‘umbilicus terrarum’ of 
the ancient world” (His. Old Cov., Vol. 
I, Page 147). Palestine —that vital link 
that connects the three mighty conti- 
nents that carry on their bosoms the 
vast majority of mankind, — Asia, 
Europe, Africa! It marks the pathway 
over which the trade routes have run 
from the earliest story of our race. It 
will continue to be such to the end of 
time. 

But in those days when the knowl- 
edge of “what lies beyond” was ex- 
ceedingly limited, how did those cap- 
tive prophets know that Jerusalem was 
“the navel of the earth”? The only an- 
swer is—God! And that spot the All- 
wise chose as the place whereon his 
Son should sit enthroned when “out of 
Zion shall go forth the law, and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (Isa. 
2:3); when “all the nations ... shall 
even go up from year to year to wor- 
ship the King” (Zech. 14:16). 

The second reason why Palestine will 
be coveted by the nations lies in its great 
natural wealth. As for the land itself, 
Dr. Clarke long ago disabused the mind 
of the world by telling it that the soil 
of that “desolate land” only needed 
water and cultivation to make it one 
of the most fertile areas upon the face 
of the earth. The land is so rich that 
Mr. Malte Brun declared that near Beth- 
lehem ripe peaches have been plucked 
on a tree grown from a seed planted the 
previous year. As many as five crops 
have been harvested off the same ground 
in a single year. 

So fabulous as to be almost unbeliev- 
able is the value of the mineral salts in 
and about the Dead Sea, as that value 
is being estimated by chemists that are 
supposed to know. As soon as Jerusalem 
was captured in 1917 by General Al- 
lenby, a British geologist began to inves- 
tigate the riches of the Dead Sea. Sci- 
entists have in hand a detailed report 
of the various minerals, and also the 
extent and the value of them. We are 
now informed that in that desolate spot 
there lies embedded from twelve hun- 
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poisons were not made harmless by 
locking them together, life would be 
impossible — the world would choke us, 
poison us, burn us, freeze us, or blow 
us up. 

Most of what man knows, he learned 
from some other person’s experiments or 
mistakes, and after a fourth of his life 
spent in school, man fumbles with the 
mysteries of life and matter — sometimes 
with an air of profundity. God served 
no apprenticeships. 

If, through the centuries, snowflakes 
accumulated one-half of one per cent 
faster than they melted, the water of 
the earth would pile up in mountains of 
ice until the weight crushed the crust 
of the earth or gathered all the water 
of the earth in frozen embrace. Reflect 
on how a little change would result in 
that one-half of one per cent, and con- 
sider that there have been glacial ages. 
If the melting point of ice were slightly 
lower, if the-earth were tilted otherwise 
than it is, if the highlands were higher, 
if the atmosphere were thinner or shal- 
lower, if the sun were smaller, cooler, 
or farther away this might easily follow. 


If Water Froze at a Lower Point 


From absolute zero, 460 degrees be- 
low Fahrenheit zero, up to the boiling 
point of water at 212 above, is 672 de- 
grees. Anywhere between these extremes 
God could have fixed the freezing-melt- 
ing point, but anywhere except where 
it is, at 32 above, would have been a mis- 
take. If water froze 4 per cent of the 
672-degree range lower than it now does, 
it could rain in a temperature of 6 de- 
grees above zero. Man and most warm- 
blooded animals would chill to death 
with a wet skin in such cold. Where 
now there are vast fields of snow that 
store up water against the heat and 
drought of summer, there would be 
winter floods and guttered hillsides. If 
God had fixed the freezing point 2 per 
cent of the range higher, there would 
be frosts whenever the temperature 
dropped to 45 per cent above, and snow 
and ice would never melt in colder areas 
of the earth. Whatever caused the ad- 
vance and retreat of the ice fields is 
glacial ages, there could be no retreat 
if water froze at 45 per cent above. 

Much as the existence of plants and 
animals depends on the freezing point 
being where it is, it would never do to 
have oceans freeze at 32 per cent above. 
In Polar seas the yearly thawing could 
not balance the yearly freezing, and ice 
would accumulate through the centuries. 
To prevent such a disaster, God put 
salt in the sea and arranged that evap- 
oration takes nothing but fresh water 
back to the land. 

What a fickle substance water is! Its 
molecules lock together in flinty embrace 
as ice, cover the earth with a dry blan- 
ket of snow in winter, quench the thirst 
of plants and animals, shade us from 
the sun as clouds, drive ponderous 


machinery as steam, and, if super-heated, 
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push one another through the steel plates 
of a boiler. Then if you take water 
apart and light a match, it will blow 
you up. 

Suppose water were more or less vola- 
tile. If it evaporated more readily there 
would be more moisture in the air, more 
clouds in the sky, but land and vegeta- 
tion would more quickly dry up in 
drought intervals. If water evaporated 
less readily, more of the earth would 
be a desert. 


If Ice Were Heavier 


Water gets heavier as it gets. colder. 
Atheistic scientists would assure us that 
this is a fixed law, eternally unalterable, 
if they had not seen ice. Heavy ice 
would settle to the bottom; some lakes 
and rivers would freeze solid; icebergs 
below the surface would endanger ship- 
ping; ice jams would more easily block 
channels; animals could not cross streams 
in winter. God did not overlook any- 
thing. When water cools to 32 degrees 
above, the so-called law goes into re- 
verse and water becomes much lighter. 
If God gave to an inexperienced angel 
a barrel of human brains and gave him 
the task of designing another world, he 
would not in a hundred years think 
of combining two gases into a substance 
so that man can use it to build houses 
with it, walk on it, drink it, wash in 
it, catch fish out of it, turn a desert 
into a garden with it, make rainbows 
of it, drive machinery with it, boil beans 
in it, and then use it to put out the fire. 
When God made the world he had vast 
quantities of chlorine and sodium, one 
destructive to life, the other a deadly 
poison. This was not a problem for 
a resourceful God; he made them fond of 
each other and locked them together in 
each other’s embrace as salt, without 
which earth would be uninhabitable. 
Then, because too much salt on the sur- 
face of the earth would ruin it, he buried 
most of it. Now, after thousands of years, 
man has learned how to take salt apart 
and make poison, gas for his wars and 
disinfectants for his plague spots. 

If wonders were not so commonplace, 
the world would marvel that God has 
created elements that reverse their very 
nature when combined with others. Oxy- 
gen makes the fire blaze with a heat 
that will melt steel; hydrogen is ex- 
plosive when touched with fiame; to- 
gether, as water, they put fire out. 
Nitrogen makes air, in combination with 
oxygen, but when it is “fixed” in other 
combinations it becomes food, fertilizer, 
medicine, or explosives. 

Why did not God make the world so 
big that nations would not destroy them- 
selves fussing over it? Indeéd, some 
religious groups talk bravely about 
“building a new world”—and there 
doesn’t seem to be any place to build 
it! Why not have a world twice as 
great in diameter? The force of gravity 
depends on the size of the world. To 
multiply the size of the world would mul- 
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tiply the weight, of everything on the 
earth, from dew drop to avalanche. Im- 
agine, if you can, a 400-pound fireman 
carrying a 350-pound woman down a 
ladder that was near to breaking with 
its own Weight. Falling hail would hit 
much harder, heads of wheat would be 
too heavy for the straw, great forests 
would go down in a sleet storm, fruit 
trees would break under their burdens, 
a fall down stairs would finish most of 
us, and people with shaply ankles would 
be most unfortunate. The contents of 
the stomach would weigh much more, 
and the man who ate a large beefsteak 
might dream that he had swallowed the 
skillet. 

What would life on earth be like if 
the earth were one-half its present diam- 
eter? Certainly the weight of every- 
thing on the earth would be greatly 
reduced. Astronomers say that a 160- 
pound man removed to the smaller 
planet Mars would weigh only 57 pounds. 
Mars has a diameter more than half as 
great as the earth. If sand, dust, and 
loose matter on the earth surface were 
only one-third its present weight, you 
can guess what would happen in a wind 
storm, and imagine what a wind would 
do to the sea if water weighed one-third 
its present weight. The effect on climate 
and temperature would depend on the 
adjustment of other factors. 


Are Mountains Only Scenery? 


When God made mountains, he did 
more than make scenery for us. With- 
out elevated lands there could be no 
drainage, and earth would be largely 
swamp and shallow sea. Water supply, 
wind, rain, and temperature depend on 
mountains. Without them, most of our 
minerals and metals would never have 
been utilized. 

The radius of the earth is nearly 4,000 
miles. If any considerable area of the 
earth’s surface were heaved up one- 
tenth of one per cent of that radius, 
snow and ice would collect through the 
ages until the earth crust collapsed or 
the earth became lop-sided. Of course, 
we have mountains more than four miles 
high, but they are cone shaped and 
glaciers carry snow and ice down to 
melting level. 

“Who hath measured the waters in 
the hollow of his hand, and meted out 
heaven with the span, and comprehended 
the dust of the earth in a measure, and 
weighed the mountains in scales, and 
the hills in a balance?” (Isa. 40:12.) 

We have great tablelands, but the 
God who weighed and measured them, 
and fixed the melting point of snow, 
kept them below the danger line. Just 
a little mistake of a thousandth part 
of the earth’s radius, and the earth would 
be interesting to look at through a tele- 
scope. 

Scientists say that far above us there 
is a layer of ozone that screens out cer- 
tain rays from the sun which would 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Why Palestine Will Be Coveted by the Nations 





‘ 











By Louis S$. Bauman, D.D. 








which the nations, in the final hours 
of their dominion, will gamble 
their wealth and their flesh and blood, 


Tie Palestine, will be the prize for 


must be a matter of knowledge to all - 


close students of the words spoken by 
the prophets of God. 

It is into Palestine that the king who 
“shall do according to his will” (Dan. 
11:36) will march when the Almighty 
God takes off his halter and permits 


~him to go forth “conquering, and to con- 


quer” (Rev. 6:2). The words are clear 
and unmistakable: “He shall enter also 
into the glorious land .. . And he shall 
plant the tabernacles of his palace be- 
tween the seas in the glorious holy 
mountain” (Dan. 11:41, 45). Palestine 
will become the possession of the Anti- 
christ, the man on the white horse who 
shall. ride forth, as we have seen, from 
Rome, headquarters of the revived Ro- 
man Empire. Only Edom, Moab, and 
Ammon, the wilderness countries be- 
yond the Jordan, “shall escape out of 
his hand” (Dan. 11:41). The reason for 
the escape of these three wilderness 
countries is plain. God has ordained 
them to be a place of refuge for Israel, 
when the Antichrist sets up his image 
(Rev. 13:14, 15) “in the temple of God, 
shewing himself that he is God” (2 
Thess. 2:4). In that hour the “woman” 
(Israel) is to flee “into the wilderness, 
where she hath a place prgpared of 
God, . . . where she is nourished for 
a time, and times, and half a time [three 
and one-half years], from the face of the 
serpent” (Rev. 12:6, 14). This is in 
harmony with our Lord’s own command 
recorded in Matthew 24: 15-18. 

Not alone will the head of the re- 
vived Roman Empire set covetous eyes 
on Abraham’s land; but, after he has 
conquered it in his last triumphant 
march — when he shall have marched 
on into Egypt where “the precious things 
of Egypt” (Dan. 11:43) shall have be- 
come his — Gog (Russia) and his hordes 
shall come forth from his “place out 
of the north parts” (Ezek. 38:15) “to 
take a spoil, and to take a prey... 
upon the people that are gathered out 
of the nations” (Ezek. 38:12). ' There 
can be no doubt about it, the Russian 
Bear, colossus of the north countries, 
will also covet the land given to Abra- 
ham and his seed for a possession for- 
ever. Inasmuch as all the nations of the 
earth, in the final hours of our age, will 
be allies of one or the other of these 
two colossi, it can be truthfully said 
that Palestine will be a coveted prize 
for all nations. So much for the fact. 


It is startling to be told that “Satan 
and his cohorts are going to try to 
beat our Lord to the throne in Pal- 
estine.” But Dr. Bauman dares to 
make that statement, and he proves 
it from Scripture. 


Many people have not yet realized 
that Palestine is the prize for which 
the nations are even now beginning 
to gamble—a prize for which all 
nations will eventually fight. Can 
you think why this should be so? 
Dr. Bauman gives us three plainly 
declared reasons why, according to 
the Word of God, Palestine will more 
and more become the coveted prize. 

It occupies a geographical position 
held by no other nation in the 
world. 


It has mineral wealth that makes 
all other nations seem almost pov- 
erty-stricken in contrast. 


And the King of kings has de- 
clared that it is the land from which 
He wili reign over the earth. 


These three reasons are explained 
convincingly in this article — the 
seventh in the series, “Light from 
Bible Prophecy on the European 
War and Its Results,” which is at- 
tracting nation-wide and world-wide 
attention. The series will continue 
with several more articles of vital 
and startling significance. 








But why will the nations covet this 
little strip of land? We know that again 
and again, through ages past, vast armies 
have fought and bled and died for its 
possession. The historian records nearly 
fifty separate blockades, sieges, captures, 
and destructions that Jerusalem has 
known. No land on earth has been so 
drenched with human blood. Its ruins 
have piled up until today they ‘stand a 
litera! fulfillment of an oft-repeated 
prophecy, “And Jerusalem shall become 
heaps” (Jer. 26:18; 9:11; Psa. 79:1; Micah 
3:12, etc.). 

Doubtless one reason why kings cast 
covetous eyes upon this land is because 
of its strategic geographical position. 
Ezekiel declares it to be “the navel of 
the earth” (Ezek. 38:12, R. V., margin). 
Webster tells us that the navel is “the 
central part or point of anything.” Else- 
where it is recorded: “Thus saith the 
Lord God; This is Jerusalem: I have set 
it in the midst of the nations” (Ezek. 
5:5). Sir John Mandeville in his book 


of Travels wrote: “The Holy Land, 
which men call the land of promise 
or behest, passing all other lands, is 
the most worthy land, most excellent, 

. the sovereign of all other lands 

. the heart and the middle of the 
world.” Pope Urban, Mohammed, and 
many others have declared that, because 
of its geographical position, Jerusalem 
is “placed in the very center of the 
world.” Kurtz says: “Viewed geo- 
graphically, politically, or commercially, 
Palestine is the ‘umbilicus terrarum’ of 
the ancient world”: (His. Old Cov., Vol. 
I, Page 147). Palestine —that vital link 
that connects the three mighty conti- 
nents that carry on their bosoms the 
vast majority of mankind, — Asia, 
Europe, Africa! It marks the pathway 
over which the trade routes have run 
from the earliest story of our race. It 
will continue to be such to the end of 
time. 

But in those days when the knowl- 
edge of “what lies beyond” was ex- 
ceedingly limited, how did those cap- 
tive prophets know that Jerusalem was 
“the navel of the earth’? The only an- 
swer is—God! And that spot the All- 
wise chose as the place whereon his 
Son should sit enthroned when “out of 
Zion shall go forth the law, and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (Isa. 
2:3); when “all the nations . . . shall 
even go up from year to year to wor- 
ship the King” (Zech. 14:16). 

The second reason why Palestine will 
be coveted by the nations lies in its great 
natural wealth. As for the land itself, 
Dr. Clarke long ago disabused the mind 
of the world by telling it that the soil 
of that “desolate land” only needed 
water and cultivation to make it one 
of the most fertile areas upon the face 
of the earth. The land is so rich that 
Mr. Malte Brun declared that near Beth- 
lehem ripe peaches have been plucked 
on a tree grown from a seed planted the 
previous year. As many as five crops 
have been harvested off the same ground 
in a single year. 

So fabulous as to be almost unbeliev- 
able is the value of the mineral salts in 
and about the Dead Sea, as that value 
is being estimated by chemists that are 
supposed to know. As soon as Jerusalem 
was captured in 1917 by General Al- 
lenby, a British geologist began to inves- 
tigate the riches of the Dead Sea. Sci- 
entists have in hand a detailed report 
of the various minerals, and also the 
extent and the value of them. We are 
now informed that in that desolate spot 
there lies embedded from twelve hun- 
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dred billions to thirteen hundred bil- 
lions of dollars worth of recoverable 
salts. We are told that there is two 
hundred and sixty million dollars worth 
of bromine, so useful for medical pur- 
poses; of potash there is seventy billions 
of dollars worth; and of magnesium chlo- 
ride eight hundred twenty-five billions 
of dollars worth, and vast values of other 
minerals. We are told that the wealth 
that lies embossed on the earth at that 
point is worth more than all the known 
gold that has been dug from the bowels 
of all the earth. What these minerals 
may mean to the world, especially in 
that prophetic day when we are told 
that the deserts are to blossom as a rose, 
is indicated in the fact that they are 
already making the gardens in the neigh- 
borhood of the sea itself productive al- 
most beyond the wildest dreams of men. 

In a recent editorial in the Los An- 
geles Times we were assured that “gar- 
dens of workers on the banks [of the 
Dead Sea] grow beans two feet long and 
radishes as big as a policeman’s shillalah 
—and ‘oranges that weigh a pound.” 
Little wonder that the most recent edi- 
tion of the Encyclopzdia Britannica as- 
sures us that “the future of this, the 
most interesting of all seas, will be 
watched with interest whilst modern 
enterprise takes a hesitating step towards 
the fulfillment of Ezekiel’s prophetic 
vision.” 
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For centuries upon centuries it has 
been called the Dead Sea, yet it is just 
like our God to make life spring forth 
from the dead, From that desolation will 
come the fertilizer that will make all 
the deserts of the earth blossom ag a 
rose. In more ways than one life bursts 
forth from Judea. 

Verily, the fulfillment of Ezekiel’s 
great prophecy is on the way: 

And the desolate land shall be tilled, 
whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all 
that passed by. And they shall say, This 
land that was desolate is become like the 
garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate 
and ruined cities are become -fenced, and 
are inhabited. Then the heathen that are 
left round about you shall know that I the 
Lord build the ruined places, and plant that 
that was desolate: I the Lord have spoken 
it, and I will do it” (Ezek. 36:34-36). 


Moses, approaching his departure from 
this world, imparted his blessing upon 
the twelve tribes. “Of Zebulun he said, 
Rejoice, Zebulun, . . . for they shali 
suck of the abundance of the seas, and 
of treasures hid in the sand” (Deut. 93: 
18, 19). Our Lord declared: “Verily I 
say unto you, Till heaven and earth 
pass away, one jot or one tittle shall 
in no wise pass away from the law, till 
all things be accomplished” (Matt. 5: 
18, R. V.). Therefore, Zebulun must 
“suck of the abundance of the seas, and 
of treasures hid in the sand.” What can 
these words mean? Look on your map 











“Once have I sworn by my 
holiness that | will not lie wr 
to David. His seed shall 
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showing the division of the land among 
the tribes. There is Zebulun, a very 
small part of the land, located on the 
sea, just above Mt. Carmel. But on 
that short stretch of seashore is modern 
Haifa. And Haifa has recently (Octo- 
ber, 1933) emerged as one of the great 
harbors of the world. Thus we are 
witnessing a remarkable fulfillment of 
the prophecy of Jacob, uttered over 
thirty-six centuries ago: “Zebulun shall 
dwell at the haven of the sea; and he 
shall be for an haven of ships” (Gen. 
49:13). The business sagacity of world 
Jewry is rapidly developing this har- 
bor, and its trade facilities are literally 
sucking into it “the abundance of the 
seas.” A great pipe-line more than six 
hundred miles in length, from Bagdad 
to Haifa, is literally sucking vast quan- 
tities of oil out of the sands of Iraq, and 
pouring it into the holds of the great 
ships that are carrying it to the nations 
of the earth. This oily highway alone 
is enough to make Palestine a land coy- 
eted by the kings of the earth. Verily, 
the riches are fast accumulating in Pal- 
estine that shall cause Gog, even Russia, 
“the king of the north,” to “think an 
evil thought: and ... say, I will go 
up to the land of unwatled villages . . 

to take a spoil . . . and upon the people 
that are gathered out of the nations, 
which have gotten cattle and goods, that 
dwell in the midst of the land [i. e., 
the navel of the earth)” (Ezek. 38: 
10-12). 

There is still another reason why the 
nations of the earth are casting covet- 
ous eyes on Abraham’s land. Once upon 
a time the great Napoleon, an exile on 
St. Helena, spread a map before some 
of his friends. On this map the British 
Isles were colored red. The little Corsi- 
can placed his finger on that red spot 
and said: “Gentlemen, had it not been 
for that red spot, I would have con- 
quered the world!” The reddest spot on 
the world’s map today is Palestine — 
reddened not only by the blood of count- 
less hordes of humanity, but by the pre- 
cious blood of the Son of God Himself. 
It is not unthinkable that Satan should 
gather together the master-minds over 
which he rules, spread before them the 
map of the nations, lay his finger on 
that reddest of spots, and say: “If we 
can conquer and rule that red spot, we 
can rule the world!” 

We must give the master-mind of all 
the dominions that are anti-God credit 
for being able to read the Scriptures. 
He knows well that it is written: “Sing 
and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, 
I come, and I will dwell in the midst 
of thee, saith the Lord. And many 
nations shall be joined to the Lord in 
that day, and shall be my people: and 
I will dwell in the midst of thee,... 
and the Lord shall inherit Judah his 
portion in the holy land, and _ shall 
choose Jerusalem” (Zech. 2:10-12). He 
knows that the Lord of-.hosts has de- 
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creed that though “the kings of the 
earth set themselves, and the rulers 
take counsel together, against the Lord, 
and against his anointed .. . yet have I 
set my king upon my holy hill of Zion” 
(Psa. 2:2, 6). 

It is Jerusalem that the anti-God 
forces of Satan and all his puppet kings 
must conquer and hold, if he is to con- 
tinue his bloody reign over the nations 
of the earth. Therefore, “he shall plant 
the tabernacles of his palace between 
the seas in the glorious holy mountain” 
(Dan. 11:45). In a word, Satan and his 
cohorts are going to try to beat our Lord 
to the throne in Palestine. It will be 
his last desperate attempt in this age. 
We are not surprised, therefore, to see 
Palestine outstanding in the world’s 
news today, with the eyes of all kings 
in her direction. 

The purposes of the Devil have been 
declared. “I will exalt my throne above 
the stars of God. . .. I will ascend 
above the heights of the clouds; I will 
be like the most High” (Isa. 14:13, 14). 
His audacity knows no bounds. Once 
upon a time he even invited the incar- 
nate God to fall down upon his knees 
and worship him! (See Luke 4:7.) 

Whether we like to believe it or not, 
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Satan is “the prince of this world” (John 
14:30). “All the kingdoms of the world 

. and the glory of them” (Luke 4:5, 
6) are his. These kingdoms and the 
glory of them will never be delivered 
up without a battle. Therefore in their 
audacity and self-deception will “the 
kings of the earth, and their armies [be] 
gathered together to make war against 
Him [the Christ] that sat on the horse, 
and against His army” (Rev. 19:19). All 
nations will gather together against Je- 
rusalem to battle (Zech. 12:2, 3; 14:2; 
Joel 3:2; Zeph. 3:8). The last fight to 
which the nations will march in this 
age will therefore be for the possession 
of the city of David and the land of 
Palestine. From that march they will 
never return. On that battlefield the 
buzzards shall gather for a royal ban- 
quet upon the carcasses of kings. Then 
the very stars in the heavens will rock 
to and fro before the tumultuous vibra- 
tions of “great voices in heaven, saying, 
The kingdoms of this world are be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Christ; and he shall reign for 
ever and ever... . We give thee thanks, 
O Lord God Almighty, .. . because thou 
hast taken to thee thy great power, and 
hast reigned”! (Rev. 11:15, 17.) 








When the war clouds broke over land 
and sea last September 








An Interrupted Voyage to Belgium 


By John H. McComb, D.D. 














EYOND the _ = submarine-infested 
B Atlantic Ocean, and the mine- 

filled. North Sea, lies one of the 
most promising mission field of the 
present day, namely the little land of 
Belgium. 

It was our privilege to visit Belgium 
in September and to see with our own 
eyes the splendid work being done there 
by the Belgian Gospel Mission under 
the direction of John C. Winston and 
Dr. O. Vansteenberghe, assisted by 
Miner Stearns and many others. We 
were ardent supporters of the work be- 
fore we visited the field as a result of 
the clear and earnest descriptions of it 
given by Dr. Vansteenberghe on his vari- 
ous visits to this country, but our visit 
increased our desire to do everything 
possible to help the Lord’s work in Bel- 
gium. 

To some the thought may come that last 
September was not the most satisfactory 
time to visit any part of Europe, or 
to study the work of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission; but our experiences convinced 
us that it was all a part of the Lord’s 
plan, and we are exceedingly glad we 
went, though our journey was a trifle 
more exciting than we anticipated. 

We sailed from New York August 30 
on the Belgian Line freighter Jean Jadot, 


bound for Antwerp. The gathering war 
clouds almost deterred us on the eve 
of embarking, but they seemed to be 
lifting a bit as the time for our depart- 
ure neared, and as a cancellation at 
that late date would have meant con- 
siderable loss, we boarded the ship, along 
with eleven other passengers, all Euro- 
peans. 

When we were several days out, the 
radio in the ship’s dining room was 
silenced by the simple method of stretch- 
ing a piece of adhesive tape over the 
dials. Inquiries revealed that there was 
war, and although Belgium was not in- 
volved, the captain had thought it best 
to cut off all news that might inflame 
the various nationalities represented on 
board, for we had Belgians, Germans, 
Swiss, and French on the small passen- 
ger list. 

For five or six days we traveled with- 
out news or sight of another‘vessel, and 
then the reality and horror of the war 
was presented to us with unmistakable 
clearness. When we were yet five hun- 
dred miles or so from the coast of Eng- 
land, early one morning we saw our first 
ship, a British tanker, named the Regent 
Tiger, which had sailed from Trinidad 
in the West Indies and was bound for 
England, and filled with high test gaso- 
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line for airplanes. As our vessel was 
faster than the tanker, we passed out 
of sight of it before long, and then about 
eleven o’clock that morning we noticed 
from the way the sunlight was stream- 
ing in a porthole that had faced west. 
that the Jean Jadot had changed her 
course. The room steward informed us 
that we had turned around to help a ship 
in distress. 

Hastening on deck we saw an awe- 
inspiring sight. The whole western sky 
was filled with a great funnel of black 
smoke toward which our ship was has- 
tening with all the speed she could com- 
mand. Far up into this weird cone of 
smoke, sheets of flame were leaping. As 
we drew nearer, we could see it was 
the tanker we had sighted earlier that 
morning, for the wind would blow the 
smoke away. from her decks for an 
instant and we could catch a glimpse 
of the smokestack near the stern, and 
the white-hot superstructure. The nearer 
we drew the more terrible became the 
conflagration. 

When we were about a half mile from 
the blazing wreck we sighted a tiny 
white speck which proved to be a life- 
boat, off a quarter of a mile or so from 
the wreck. The small boat contained 
twenty-three men andes one woman, a 
bride of a month who with her husband 
was returning as a passenger to England. 
Our ship maneuvered skillfully and they 
were soon alongside. Fortunately the 
sea was calm, and all including the bride 
climbed the unsteady rope ladder with- 
out difficulty. Just then the other life- 
boat belonging to the tanker was sighted. 
It had drifted still farther from the 
blazing wreck. It contained twenty men, 
the balance of the souls on board the 
tanker. They too were soon safe on the 
Jean Jadot, and enjoying some strong 
coffee in the ship’s smoking room, for 
the day was cold and their clothing light. 

Later on we got the whole story from 
the tanker’s captain, and members of his 
crew. They had been warned by radio 
early that morning that aGerman subma- 
rine was in the neighborhood, and had 
been steering a zigzag course to escape it, 
but all to no avail, for about ten o’clock 
a shell screamed across the tanker’s bow. 
Thinking he still might escape, the Brit- 
ish captain ordered full steam ahead. 
but alrnost immediately a second shell 
crashed through his radio antenna, ren- 
dering it useless save for a radius of a 
few miles. Then the tanker stopped, 
or “hove to” as the sailors say, and the 
submarine commander signaled that 
those on the Regent Tiger were to have 
ten minutes to escape in their small 
boats before he torpedoed their vessel. 
Actually, he gave them about twenty 
minutes. During that time they sent out 
an S.O.S. giving their position. Our ship 
was the only one near enough to hear 
the weak signals from the broken an- 
tenna. As soon as the second small boat 
was clear of the tanker the submarine 
fired a torpedo into her side and there 
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was a deafening explosion as the flames 
leaped hundreds of feet into the air. 

The German submarine commander 
then passed close to the lifeboat con- 
taining the captain of the blazing ship, 
and courteously doffing his cap, said, “I 
hope you won't hold this against us, 
sir; it is all in,the game as you know,” 
after which the submarine went west- 
ward. Later we learned that four other 
British ships were torpedoed that same 
day within a hundred miles of us. Some 
of the lifeboats from these other vessels 
were never found. Undoubtedly the 
German submarine had passed close to 
us before attacking the Regent Tiger 
and had satisfied himself that we were 
indeed a neutral ship. The thought that 
he had been so close was not of great 
comfort. 

Carrying the rescued crew and pas- 
sengers of the tanker, the Jean Jadot 
sighted the English coast and then crept 
along it, keeping a sharp lookout for 
mines and floating wreckage. The blaz- 





This is the first of two articles in 
which Dr. McComb, pastor of the 
Broadway Presbyterian Church, 
New York, tells of a visit to the 
Belgian Gospel Mission. Dr. Van- 
steenberghe, Co-Director of the Mis- 
sion, wrote in a recent bulletin let- 
ter: “It was a joy to have the visit 
of Dr. and Mrs. McComb and to 
show them some of the activities 
of the Mission.” Commenting in the 
same letter on conditions in Bel- 
gium, he said: 


“In the midst of the threats and 
uncertainty of these days the activ- 
ities of the Mission continue un- 
abated at the time of writing (No- 
vember 15). All of our Swiss 
workers have returned to their sta- 
tions; a French worker and his fam- 
ily will soon be on their way back 
to Belgium. The wife of another 
French worker is already back at 
her station, while her husband is 
mobilized in France. Our Belgian 
workers who are with the colors 
are not allowed for the time being 
to return to their stations over the 
week end, but if nothing untoward 
happens in the next few days, this 
permission will be restored. The 
train service having been greatly 
curtailed, traveling has become a 
problem, because so much of it has 
to be done these days to visit the 
Mission stations without a pastor.” 


The members of the Mission are 
working under great difficulties in 
these days and are greatly in need 
of the prayers and financial support 
of old and new friends. Gifts 
should be sent to the treasurer, Dr. 
Charles G. Trumbull, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia. 
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ing tanker had floated as long as we 
could see it on the day cf the rescue, 
and we learned that even though tor- 
pedoed, ships often float for many hours 
forming almost as great a menace to 
navigation as a floating mine. 

It is in such times as these just de- 
scribed that one is especially glad the 
Lord is taking care of him. Resting 
on His sure promises that He would 
never leave us nor forsake us, we could 
sleep soundly and wait uncomplainingly 
during those dangerous days in the war 
zone when any moment our ship might 
have struck a mine. As a matter of fact 
the Alex VanOpstal, on which we were 
to have returned to America, did strike 
a mine just off the coast of England a 
week later, and sank, though all her 
passengers and crew were rescued by 
a Greek ship that happened to be near 
by. Nine of the crew were injured by 
the explosion of the mine, several seri- 
ously. The ship was a total loss. 

On reaching the part cfthe English 
coast called the Downs, we had a bitter 
disappointment. Instead of being al- 
lowed te proceed across the North Sea 
to the mouth of the Scheldt and up to 
Antwerp, we were compelled by the 
British Admiralty to anchor, a mile or 
so off shore, along with sixty or more 
other ships and await search for contra- 
band. The English feared the neutral 
ships bound for Belgian or Dutch ports 
were carrying munitions to Germany. 
They kept us virtual prisoners for two 
weeks, during which time we were not 
allowed to send radio messages, or let- 
ters, or go on shore. Our passenger list 
and cargo manifest, together with our 
clearance papers, were taken to London 
and examined, leisurely. Food was run- 
ning short on board, owing to the pres- 
ence of the tanker’s crew, but the British 
did not hasten to take them off, so our 
cook was put to it to devise appetizing 
menus with nothing much except spa- 
ghetti and macaroni by way of’supplies. 
After a time the tamker’s crew and pas- 
sengers were taken ashore, and after 
several days more, a motor boat came 
alongside with a shoulder of beef and 
some potatoes which were much enjoyed 
by: all. 

The waiting was difficult, especially as 
we did not know how long we might be 
detained. Gold-braided inspectors came 
on board, questioned all passengers, and 
nosed into-every corner of the ship. At 
last, two weeks after our arrival in the 
Downs, we were permitted to sail across 
the stormy North Sea, with iookouts 
posted in the bow and in constant fear 
of mines. ; 

The Lord was good to us during this 
long delay, for he brought us great bless- 
ing through the.study of his Word, and 
kept us from fretting at the uncertainty. 

Almost as soon as we were released, 
a radio message reached our unsealed 
wireless room from Dr. Vanstecnberghe 
telling us that the Mission staff was 
praying for us, and that when we landed 
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in Antwerp we were to call him at 
Brussels immediately. 

At dawn on September 23, after twen- 
ty-four days at sea, we steamed up the 
Scheldt, past dikes and low-lying farms 
and even a few windmills in operation, 
and docked at Antwerp, with thankful 
hearts. 


(To be concluded next week) 


Room for Me wi’ Ma Weans? 
By E. Edmunds 


HEN the lifeboats were being 
W veckes almost beyond the limits 

of safety after the Athenia had 
been torpedoed without warning by a 
German submarine on the evening of 
September 3, 1939, a young Scottish 
mother was heard calling pathetically, 
“Canna ye make room for me wi’ ma 
weans?” Kindly hands had taken her 
infant from her arms and laid it across 
a woman passenger’s feet. Then her 
two little toddlers had been passed along 
and crowded in close by. She suddenly 
realized there was no more room at 
that end of the boat, and uttered the 
heart cry quoted above. Of course room 
was made somehow, and she joined her 
bairns, and was able to comfort them 
through the hours of terror and cold, 
darkness and danger, tossing and sea- 
sickness, until they were rescued from 
the very jaws of death about six hours 
later. 

There must be hundreds of women 
in English-speaking countries who will 
see their little ones off to Sunday school 
next Sunday, wave them a cheery 
“Good-by,” and turn back to their own 
occupations without a thought of God, 
or of his Christ, or of their souls’ need 
of a Saviour. Their children may be 
gathered into the arms of the Great 
Shepherd as they respond to some Gos- 
pel invitation given in Sunday school, 
and start on their journey through life 
to the Celestial City. Sooner or later, 
mother and children will be parted 
either by death or by the angels who 
will be sent for the children at the Lord’s 
coming. Then, surely, such a mother 
will plead, “Canna ye make room for 
me wi’ ma weans?” But it may be too 
late! 

Thank God, it is not too late now, for 
“now is the day of salvation.” There 
is room for you, now, O mother, with 
your bairns. There is more than room 
—there is a loving welcome. Heaven 
will ring with joy as you repent, and 
come with your children to the safety 
your Saviour died to secure for you. 
“Whosoever will, let her come,” at this 
moment, before it is too late. 


HAILSHAM, SUSSEX, ENG. 
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CHRISTIAN YOUTH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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Choosing Your Friends 
From Prexy’s Chapel Talks 


“E)LESSED is the man” (Psa. 1:1). 

The first verse of the First Psalm 
gives us our theme for this morning. 
The man whom God blesses does aot 
choose evil companions. Do not imagine 
-hat this theme is unnecessary in a Chris- 
tian school. We have occasionally seen 
young people choose the worst of their 
associates, and the worst in their asso- 
ciates, in ah environment where almost 
every person is a born-again Christian. 
The Psalm shows that there is progres- 
sion in the downward way of evil 
friends. Notice the words: walking, 
perhaps just a few steps; standing, hang- 
ing around; sitting down, feeling at ease 
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in sinful conversation. 

Christian friends are all around you. 
Choose the best. An alumnus stood on 
the pier waving good-by to another 
alumnus on a slowly receding ship. The 
one was a Christian schoolteacher, the 
other an outgoing missionary to Africa. 
Suddenly the man on the boat, still vis- 
ible, lifted both hands above his head 
in the familiar “stretch,” and went 
through the motions of a baseball pitcher 
délivering the ball. The man on the 
pier saw the gesture, extended his hands 
in pantomime, and made the catch. In 
many a springtime game in college these 
two had been the “battery.” A baseball 
cannot be pitched across the Atlantic, 
but a friendship like that will last. 


WHEATON COLLEGE, WHEATON, ILL. 











No “Rod of Iron” 


Continued from ‘* Notes on Open Letters 


for Christ? 


on the second page 

















The Scofield Reference Bible has a 
valuable note on the “stone... cut out 
without hands, which smote the image 
upon his feet . . . and brake them to 
pieces” (Dan. 2:34). The Bible often 
explains and interprets its own figures, 
and “stone” is a figure for Christ re- 
peatedly throughout the Scriptures, as 
in Matthew 21:42, when the Lord him- 
self said of himself to the unbelieving 
Jewish leaders: “Did ye never read in 
the scriptures, The stone which the 
builders rejected, the same is become 
the head of the corner: this is the Lord’s 
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? 
. . . And whosoever shall fall on this 
stone shall be broken: but of whomso- 
ever it shall fall, it will grind him to 
powder” (Matt. 21:42-44). Peter, “filled 
with the Holy Ghost,” said to the Jew- 
ish Sanhedrin after they had crucified 
Christ that the miracle of healing the 
lame man had been wrought “by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,” and 
he continued: “This is the stone which 
was set at nought of you builders, which 
is become the head of the corner” (Acts 
4:11). 

The note by Dr. Scofield on Daniel 2: 
31 is as follows: 

The Smiting Stone (2:34, 35) destroys 
the Gentile world-system (in its final 

.form) by a sudden and irremediable 

blow, not by the gradual processes of 

conversion and assimilation; and then, and 

not before, does the Stone become a 

mountain which fills “the whole earth.” 

(Cf. Dan. 7:26, 27.) Such a destruction 

of the Gentile monarchy-system did not 

occur at the first advent of Christ. On 
the contrary, he was put to death by the 
sentence of an officer of the fourth em- 
pire, which was then at the zenith of its 
power. Since the crucifixion the Roman 

Empire has followed the course marked 

out in the vision, but Gentile world-do- 


minion still continues, and the crushing 
blow is still suspended. 


Christ came the first time in humilia- 
tion and meekness to die a sacrificial 
death, bearing the sins of mankind, in 
order to become the Saviour of men. He 
showed forth the grace of God in his 
first advent. “For God sent not his Son 
into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through him might be 
saved” (John 3:17). 

He will come the second time, not in 
humiliation but “with power and great 
glory” (Luke 21:27), to reign over this 
earth and to establish the law and the 
righteousness of God among men. Not 
only will he then reign with a rod of 
iron, but he plainly promises that his 
Church will reign with him in the same 
way, as he declares of the true and vic- 
torious believer: “And he that over- 
cometh, and keepeth my works unto the 
end, to him. will I give power over the 
nations: and he shall rule them with 
a rod: of iron; as the vessels of a potter 
shall they be broken to shivers: even 
as I received of hd Father” (Rev. 2: 
26, 27). 

Again we are told, concerning Christ, 
born of Israel after the flesh, that “she 
{Israel] brought forth a man child, who 
was to rule all nations with a rod of 
iron” (Rev. 12:5). 

In a thrilling picture, divinely true, 
showing us the returning Christ as he 
leaves the opened Hedven and returns 
to this earth, we see that “out of his 
mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with 
it he should smite the nations: and he 
shall rule them with a rod of iron. ... 
And he hath on his vesture and on his 
thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, 
AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev. 19:11- 
16). 

This is why Dr. Ironside and Tue 
Sunpay ScuHoot Trmes, and the vast 
number of others who believe the Word 
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of God, know that when ‘Christ comes 
again to reign over this earth he will 


“rule with the rogrof iron.” AL Le 
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ae Amid 
Discouragement 
(Continued from second page) 


could look up. The Lord remained; he 
was in the heavens, and he was ready to 
hear and undertake. After this David 
sent for the high priest and his ephod, 
and asked God what to do. The listen- 
ing God became the speaking One. Pres- 
ently, at his command, David went in 
full pursuit after his enemies. The end 
of the story is pleasant reading: “And 
David recovered all that the Amalekites 
had carried away” (1 Sam. 30:18). 

There can be no question about the 
terribleness of the present days. The 
Great War was but child’s play as com- 
pared with what the one ‘now bcing 
waged may become. The former was a 
Great War, but this present one promizes 
to be really a World War; and when all 
the world will have gotten to fighting, 
the end of things will have come. And 
this is the end which, apparently, we be- 
gin to see. So do not blame the man 
who is frightened. Give him the priv- 
ilege of being shaken to the depths of 
his being. But after this, stand beside 
him and point upward. Tell him that 
God is not dead, nor is he impotent. Re- 
mind him that we have but to give God 
time and he will bring good out of evil; 
yea, he will turn earth’s hell into a 
Heaven. David’s Son and Heir is com- 
ing, and he will destroy all that opposes 
him. So beware, Mussolini, Stalin, Hit- 
ler, and all your like! Your time is 
almost up, and it will be seen that the 
One whom you despised and opposed is 
King of kings and Lord of lords. 

It is ours, therefore, patiently to wait 
and endure, till Christ’s shout of tri- 
umph is heard and his victory and King- 
dom have come. Meanwhile, if we suf- 
fer, let us suffer; and if we die, let us 
die. Only let us never be discouraged. 
Our Lord is watching over us, and he 
is God over all and blessed forever. 


COURAGE 


Be brave, thou trembling Soul, 
The Lord is in the skies; 
He is compassionate, 
And He is ever wise; 
Thy lot is very hard, 
But His was harder still; 
The wonders of the Cross 
He will one day fulfill. 


He asks of thee but this, 
To wait His own best time, 

When suddenly will come 
His ecstasy sublime, 

Where heart-peace will not die, 
Where courage will abide; 
Be brave, thou faltering Soul, 

Whatever may betide ! 


Henry W. FRost. 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 21. A NEW STANDARD OF GREATNESS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 20; printed text, Matthew 20: 17-28 
| Golden Text.—While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.—Rom. 5:8 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Matthew 20:17-28 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 20:17 And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve 
disciples apart in the way, and said unto them, 

18 Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall 
be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and 


they shall condemn him to death, 


19 And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to 
scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day he shall rise again. 

20 Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s children with 
her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him. 

21 And he said unto her, What wilt thou? She saith unto him, 
Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right 
hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom. 

22 But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. 
Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say 


unto him, We are able. 


23 And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, 
and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but 
to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but 
it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father. 

24 And when the ten heard it, they were moved with indigna- 


tion against the two brethren. 


25 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that 
the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and 
they that are great exercise authority upon them. 

26 But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be 
great among you, let him be your minister; 

27 And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your 


servant: 


28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


UR Lord Jesus Christ has given to 
O mankind a new ideal. He has 

shown us that the truly great man 
is the one who seeks not his own good, 
but the blessing of others. Even here 
on earth the unselfish life is the most 
satisfactory one. To Baruch of old, the 
message came, “Seekest thou great things 
for thyself? seek them not” (Jer. 45:5). 
This runs contrary to the pride and self- 
assertion of the natural man. “Men will 
praise thee, when thou doest well to 
thyself” (Psa. 49:18). But after all is 
said and done, the truth abides that 
“for men to search their own glory 
is not glory” (Prov. 25:27). Our Lord, 
who, because of his very nature, had 
every right to assert himself and seek 
recognition and honor from the men 
whom he created, chose to take the place 
of servant of all. He humbled himself 
to become man, but that was not enough. 
As man, he took the servant’s place and 
at last gave himself up to death for us 
in the sacrifice of the cross, that he 
might redeem us to God. He has glori- 
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Matt. 20:17 And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took | 


the twelve disciples apart, and on the way he said unto them, 


shall be raised up. 


him, We are able. 


% “ “~ x 


fied and exemplified the dignity of serv- 
ice and self-abnegation in such a way 
as to give an altogether new standard 
of greatness. He has shown the pride 
of all earthly glory (Isa. 23:9) to ‘be 
mere selfishness, and thus opposed to that, 
which has the approval of God. To serve, 
not for present gain, but to bless and 
help others, and thus to show our grati- 
tude to God for his grace and love so 
freely bestowed upon us in Christ Jesus, 
should be the laudable ambition of all 
who know him as Saviour and Lord. 


The Historical Setting 


It was while journeying on by easy 
stages to Jerusalem, where he was to 
die for our sins, that Jesus gave the 
instruction contained in this chapter. 
He had entered upon the last few months 
of his ministry. It was early in the year 
A. D. 30. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 20:17.—‘Going up to Jerusalem.” 
The teaching and healing ministry of 
Jesus was rapidly coming to an end. 
He had now steadfastly set his face to 
go to Jerusalem, where he was to make 
the supreme sacrifice on our behalf. 


Verse 18.—“They shall condemn him 
to death.” The religious leaders, blinded 


18 Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be 
1 delivered unto the chief priests and scribes; and they shall con- 
demn him to death, 19 and shall deliver him unto the Gentiles 
to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify: and the third day he 


20 Then came to him the mother of the sons of Zebedee with 
her sons; 2? worshipping him, and asking a certain thing of him. 
21 And he said unto her, What wouldest thou? She saith unto 
him, Command that these my two sons may sit, one on thy 
right hand, and one on thy left hand, in thy kingdom. 22 But 
Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye 
able to drink the cup that I am about to drink? They say unto 
23 He saith unto them, My cup indeed ye 
shall drink: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left hand, 
is not mine to give; but it is for them for whom it hath been 
prepared of my Father. 24 And when the ten heard it, they 
were moved with indignation concerning the two brethren. 25 But 
Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the rulers 
of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise 
authority over them. 
whosoever would become great among you shall be your *min- 
ister; 27 and whosoever would be first among you shall be your 
*servant: 28 even as the Son of man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 
2The Greek word denotes an act of rev- 

erence whether paid to a creature, or to the Creator. *Or, 

servant. *Gr., bondservant. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


1See Chap. 10:4. 


26 Not so shall it be among you: but 


by their selfishness and self-righteous- 
ness, were to add to all their other sins 
that of delivering Jesus up to the death 
of the cross. So far could mere relig- 
iousness, apart from spiritual life, carry 
its devotees. 


Verse 19.—‘The third day he shall rise 
again.” Again and again our Lord defi- 
nitely foretold his resurrection on the 
third day, yet it seemed to make little 
impression on the minds of his disciples. 


Verse 20.—“The mother of Zebedee’s 
children.” That is, the mother of James 
and John. She evidently expected Jesus 
to proclaim himself as the promised Mes- 
sianic king in Jerusalem and she was 
ambitious for her children that they 
might have two of the best portfolios in 
the new government. Mark tells us that 
James and John themselves concurred 
in her request (10:35). 


Verse 21.—“The one on thy right hand, 
and the other on the left.” She felt her 
sons were deserving of special recogni- 
tion and, like many a mother since, she 
would endeavor to push them forward, 
lest others should gain the choicest of- 
fices and they be overlooked. 


Verse 22.—“Ye know not what ye ask.” 
He was to be rejected and crucified. To 
share with him would mean to take the 












































































Lesson for January 21 


same path—to be spurned and hated 
rather than to be honored and praised. 

Verse 23.—“My cup,...and... the 
baptism that I am baptized with.” They 
were to participate in his cup of sor- 
row and to have part in his baptism 
unto death. As to recognition later on, 
when he should reign in righteousness, 
it was the Father who appointed his as- 
sociates. 

Verse 24—“The ten .. . were moved 
with indignatior.” Angered at the te- 
merity of the other two, the rest of the 
disciples nevertheless all cherished sim- 
ilar ambitions. They felt that an at- 
tempt had been made to get possession 
of the best places ahead of themselves. 

Verse 25.—“They that are great exer- 
cise authority upon them.” In earthly 
kingdoms, men grasp for power and 
are honored by those beneath them be- 
cause of their ability to rule and to sub- 
ject others to their will. It is the very 
opposite in the Kingdom of God. 

Verse 26.—“It shall not be so among 
you.” In the heavenly Kingdom it is 
lowliness and service that have the pre- 
eminence. To prefer others before one- 
self, to minister in grace rather than to 
rule in power, is to exemplify the spirit 
of our Royal Leader. 

Verse 27.—“Chief among you.” Where 
there is rivalry not to be great, but to 
be little, not to be highest, but to be 
lowest; where service is at a premium 
and worldly ambition is frowned upon, 
there the spirit of Christ is manifested 
and the principles of his Kingdom are 
exemplified. 


Verse 28.—“To give his life a ransom 
for many.” Here our Lord tells us ex- 
actly why he came into the world. He 
did not leave the glory that he had with 
the Father before the world was (John 
17:5) in order to seek for greater glory 
in this scene. He came to serve man- 
kind and that, not only in ministering 
to temporal or even spiritual needs day 
by day, but to redeem us from sin and 
its penalty by giving his life for us, 
dying a sacrificial death, to make pro- 
pitiation for sins (1 John 4:10). 


A Lesson Outline 
CHARACTERISTICS OF TRUE GREATNESS 


Meekness (Matt. 11:29) 
Unselfishness (Phil. 2:4) 
Self-denial (Matt. 16:24) 
Humility (Jas. 4:10; 1 Pet. 5:5, 6) 
Kindness (Eph. 4:32) 

Patience (Col. 1:11) 
Forbearance (Col. 3:13) 

Love (1 Cor. 13:4-7) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The things that are highly esteemed 
among men are often thoroughly opposed 
to the mind of God (Luke 16:15). It is 
the ambitious, energetic man, who 
presses to the front, striving to excel 
his fellows, who has the admiration of 
men of the world, who suppose that 
present gain is the great thing to be 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


8. (17) January 21.—A New Standard of 
Greatness ; ..Matthew 20 
4 (18) January 28.—Jesus Dramatically 
Proclaims His Messiahship. 
Matthew 21:1-16 
5. (19) February 4.—Holding Life Sacred. 
(A Principle of Temperate Living). 
Genesis 1:27-31; 1 Corinthians 6:19, 
20; 2 Corinthians 6:16 to 7:1 
6. (20) February 11.—The Perils of Re- 
jecting Christ . Matthew 21:17 to 22:14 
7. (21) February 18—Good Citizens and 
8. 
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Good Neighbors Matthew 22:15 to 23:39 

(22) February 25.—Stewards in the 
Kingdom .............Matthew 24 and 25 

. (23) March 3.—In the Upper Room. 
Matthew 26:1-30. 

10. (24) March 10.—Gethsemane: Triumph 
Through Surrender ....Matthew 26:30-56 

11. (25) March 17.—Calvary: Triumph 
Through Sacrifice. Matthew 26:57 to 27:56 








desired. But Jesus taught us that it is the 
meek who inherit the earth (Matt. 5:5). 
The “terrible meek,” one has called them, 
who are content to be passed over and 
to be unnoticed by men, but to whom 
the approval of the Lord means more 
than all else; these are they who over- 
come the world by faith (1 John 5:4). 
They can afford to relinquish present 
advantage, for they know they shall find 
a sure reward at the judgment seat of 
Christ. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Christ’s Cup and Baptism. He refer- 
red to the cup of rejection and hatred 
he was to drink and the baptism of 
death he was to endure. To a certain 
extent all of his disciples share in both 
of these. There is another sense in 
which none but he could go through 
them. The cup of judgment which he 
drained to the dregs for us, and the bap- 
tism of the divine wrath against sin 
which he endured upon the cross were 
his alone. 


Those for Whom It Is Prepared. The 
displayed Kingdom of God upon earth 
will be the sphere in which his saints 
will reign with him. In that Kingdom 
each one will be rewarded according 
to the measure of his devotedness dur- 
ing the time of association with our 
Lord in his rejection. To them the 
Father has decreed that precedence shall 
be given in that day of glory. 

There is no room for earthly pomp 
or worldly glory in the circle of Christ’s 
followers. To seek for personal advance- 
ment and to endeavor to lord it over 
one’s brethren is thoroughly contrary 
to the Spirit of him who became servant 
of all, though he created the universe. 
The spirit of a Diotrephes (3 John 9). is 
far removed from the spirit of Christ 
and should be avoided by all of his serv- 
ants, but that of an Epaphroditus (Phil. 
2:25-29) is a worthy example which all 
may weil emulate. 
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Applications and Summaries 


Even a mother may err grievously in 
pushing her own children to the front 
and encouraging an ambition which is 
only of the flesh. 


James and John little realized what 
they were saying when they declared 
they could drink of Christ’s cup and 
share his baptism. The flesh is prone 
to accredit itself with a devotedness it 
does not possess. 


Behind the indignation of the ten dis- 
ciples, when they learned of the request 
of the mother of James and John, was 
an ambition as selfish as theirs (Mark 
9:33, 34). Are we as zealous in judging 
our sins as we are in dealing with those 
of others? 


In the world the great man is the one 
of determined will and effective initia- 
tive who can triumph over his fellows. 
But in the Kingdom of Christ, true great- 
ness is characterized by intense lowliness 
and a readiness to serve rather than rule. 


The Lord Jesus came into the world to 
take the place of the servant and to 
offer himself as a propitiatory sacrifice 
for our sins. Have we trusted him as 
our own Saviour and so availed our- 
selves of the benefits of his finished 
work? 


Even now the meek inherit the earth, 
in the sense that they get the very best 
out of life who are content to live for 
another world than this. 


When Christ reigns they who have 
followed in his path of lowly self-abne- 
gation will appear with him in, and 
share, his glory. 


God will see to it that he who is will- 
ing to count all earthly things as lost, 
for Christ, now, shall be rewarded in that 
day when the kingdoms of the world 
become the Kingdom of our God and of 
his Christ. 


CHICAGO. 
V4 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT was behind the request of the 
mother of James and John? 

2. What was the cup Jesus had to drink 
concerning which he spoke to the two dis- 
ciples? 

3. What did he mean by sharing his bap- 
tism? 

4. How do you account for the ready an- 
swer of James and John? 

5. In what sense were they eventually to 
participate in his cup and baptism? 

6. What was behind the inw..nation of the 
ten? . 

7. What contrast did Jesus draw betwecn 
his servants and worldly leaders? 

8. Who is the. greatest in Christ’s King- 
dom? 

9. Why did Jesus come into the world? 


10. What is meant by giving his life a 
ransom? 





Answers to the Cu-<-:tions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 14 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
A for this department; one doliar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet oxnlenning 
the conditions of this department. The full lis 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


In His Steps.—Ye shail drink indeed 
of my cup, and be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with (Matt. 
20:23). St. Matthew suffered martyrdom 
by being slain with a sword at a dis- 
tant city of Ethiopia. St. Mark expired 
at Alexandria, after having ween cruelly 
dragged through the streets of that city. 
St. Luke was hanged upon an olive tree 
in the classic land of Greece. St. John 
was put into a caldron of boiling oil, 
but escaped death in a miraculous man- 


LIGHG FROM GHE CROSS UPON THE BLOOD-SPRINKLED DOOR 
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ner, and was afterward banished to 
Patmos. St. Peter was crucified at Rome 
with his head downward. St. James the 
Greater was beheaded at Jerusalem. St. 
James the Less was thrown from a lofty 
pinnacle of the Temple, and then beaten 
to death with a fuller’s club. St. Phikip 
was hanged up against a pillar at Hierap- 
olis in Phrygia. St. Bartholomew was 
flayed alive. St. Andrew was bound to 
a cross whence he preached to his per- 
secutors until he died. St. Thomas was 
run through the body with a lance at 
Coromandel in the East Indies. St. Jude 
was shot to death with.arrows. St. Mat- 
thias was first stoned, and then beheaded. 
St. Barnabas of the Gentiles was stoned 
to death by the Jews at Salonica. St. 
Paul, after various tortures and persecu- 
tions, was at length beheaded at Rome 
by the Emperor Nero.—[These state- 
ments are based on Christian tradition.] 
From Schumacher, in “1000 Illustra- 
tions,” by Aquiila Webb. Sent by Har- 
old P. Shelly, Quakertown, Pa. 


McKinley’s .Choice—Whosoever .will 
be great among you, let him be your 
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Several of Dr. Pace’s cartoons are now being reproduced in the form of beautiful bronze wall plaques, 


mounted on solid mahogany. Prices are from $2.00 to $2. 


.50. Folder showing the different designs 


may be obtained from The Bronze-Art Shop, 4705 Melrose Avenue, Los Angeles, California. 
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minister (v. 26). President McKinley 
waz considering the appointment of a 
minister to a foreign country. There 
were two candidates, their qualifications 
almost equal. Which one did he appoint? 
The President related the story of an 
incident that had decided his choice. 
Years before, when he was a Representa- 
tive, he boarded a streetcar one night 
and took the last vacant seat. Shortly 
afterward an old washerwoman entered 
carrying a heavy basket. She walked 
the length of the aisle, no one offering 
her a seat. One of the men the Presi- 
dent was to consider later was sitting in 
a seat opposite where she was standing. 
Mr. McKinley walked down the aisle, 
picked up her basket of washing, and 
gave her his seat. The candidate never 
knew that this little act of selfishness 
had deprived him of perhaps the crown- 
ing honor of a lifetime.—F rom “Notes as 
Vice-President,” by Charles Dawes. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Moody and the English Earl.—Whoso- 
ever will be chief among you, let him 
be your servant (v. 27). D. L. Moody 
was little affected by earthly titles or 
personal fame. At one of his great Lon- 
don meetings he was, as usual, superin- 
tending from the platform the seating 
of the immense audience. While so oc- 
cupied, and at the moment when he was 
following with a rather anxious eye a 
couple of bewildered old ladies who 
were vainly seeking for front seats, a 
friend brought upon the platform a 
famous English Earl. “Glad to see you, 
Lord ——,” said Mr. Moody. “Won’t you 
please take a couple of chairs to those 
two old ladies down there?” This the 
Earl proceeded to do, to the consterna- 
tion of his rather obsequious introducer. 
—From “The Shorter Life of D. L. 
Moody,” by Paul D. Moody and A. P. 
Fitt. Sent by Mrs. Lucille K. Parisoe, 
Bay Village, Ohio. 


A Good Blocking Back.—Whosoever 
will be chief among you, let him be 
your servant (v. 27). It was one of those 
bad nights. The team had lost that day. 
Coach Tuss McLaughry, in the privacy 
of his home, was indulging in an old 
and familiar lament. “What I need is 
a good blocking back,” he muttered. “If 
I’d had one we could have saved that 
game.” The youngster, ready for bed, 
looked up at his father gravely. “When 
I grow up, I'll be a blocking back, Pop,” 
he said. Then, as it seemed essential 
to know, he asked, “What is a blocking 
back, Pop?” Tuss grinned at the young- 
ster, but there was still a trace of grim- 
ness behind the grin. “He’s the fellow,” 
he said, “who does the job and lets 
somebody else get the glory. Now, run 
along to bed.” Fifteen years later John 
McLaughry is captain of the Brown 
Varsity team, and one of the best of 
blocking backs. He seldom makes a 
touchdown — but he sets the stage for 
every one of them. “Never mind the 
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glory.”—From This Week Magazine. Sent 
by Herbert H. Holland, Santa Cruz, Calif. 
Prize illustration. 


The Three R’s.—While we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us (Golden 
Text). Some person once wrote in one 
of the Bibles used by D. L. Moody, the 
famous evangelist, the following: 

Ruin by the Fall, 

Redemption by the Blood, 
Regeneration by the Spirit. 
These George C. Stebbins, who was 
often a fellow worker with Moody, tells 
us Mr. Moody called the “Three R’s,” in- 
asmuch as these great cardinal truths 
of Scripture were at the foundation of 
his creed. To these “Three R’s” he most 
tenaciously clung, and they formed the 
substance of his successful evangelistic 
ministry—From The Sunday _ School 
Times. Sent by Roger J. Wells, Mooers 

Forks, N. Y. 


Why Are We Saved?—While we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us (Golden 
Text). Some years ago I was lecturing 
in Western Pennsylvania. In one home 
where I was entertained was a dear little 
four-year-old whom I delighted to tease. 
One day I asked her, “Are you worth 
anything?” She said, “No.” And I 
asked; “What’ the use of keeping you, 
then?” The little face grew dark and 
puzzled while she. felt for an answer. 
Then she blurted out, “Oh, I tell you 
why: Mama loves me.” And not an 
angel under the broad heavens could 
have given a better answer. Love, di- 
vine love alone, makes us worth saving. 
—From Thomas Chalmers, in King’s 
Business. Sent by Mrs. Robert L. Vining, 
Piedmont, W. Va. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
Wwe are glad to be reminded by the Golden 
Text of today’s lesson that “while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us.’”’ No greatness 
that we can gain by the world’s standards 
will compare for one moment with the greate- 
ness that belongs to the life of service that 
the saved sinner joyously gives to his Lord. 
The glitter of the world’s test of greatness 
lures us into so much that has no part in the 
life of the Christian. How easily we are 
drawn into the wrong current of Kife by the 
allurements of wealth and position and power, 
until we forget that we ought to be seeking 
first the Kingdom of God. Help us to be 
sober-minded as we face the beckonings of 
this lesson, choosing to follow where they 
lead to a greatness that is not of self, but is 
of the soul,that is joined with Christ, cruci- 
fied with him. In his dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—How many of you 
in this room think that it is right to 
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not object to the ambition to be great, 
but he gave plainly a plan by which 
what he meant by greatness could be 
reached. He said, “Whosoever will be 
great among you, let him be your min- 
ister; and whosoever will be chief among 
you, let him be your servant.” A min- 
ister is one who serves; a servant is 
one who ministers. There is the test; 
the kind of greatness that the Lord Jesus 
meant. It does not take a string of 
medals across your chest, or a high place 
at a banquet to mark you out among the 
great. Of course you may not like the 
test that Jesus gave, and you may prefer 
the other kind, but if you do you are 
quite wrong. It is well to get this quite 
clear in your mind. Let me put this 
idea on the blackboard, and as the pastor 
leads us in a closing prayer, let us be 
thankful if God has given us some simple 
work to do in his service. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Motherly Ambition.—The mother . 
desiring a certain thing of him (Matt. 
20:20). AsI take up this note, the news- 
papers are telling of President Roose- 
velt inviting Mr. Henry Ford to lunch 
with him at the White House. Mr. Ford 
is reported as telling the newsman: 

“The President will have a guest who 
does not want anything from him or 
one who wants to give him some good 
advice.” 
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The inference is, of course, that such 
a wanting-nothing guest will be doubly 
welcome at the White House. This ic 
only mentioned that the difference bc- 
tween the Ruler of the Universe and the 
ruler of the nation may be emphasized. 

Our Great King is not bothered by 
people wanting something. Quite the 
contrary. We are urged to come and 
ask and ask, and seek and seek, and 
knock and knock (Matt. 7:7; 21:22). 

Here in our lesson we have a real 
mother, as hungry for a good job for 
her boys as the hungriest politician for 
his family. Napoleon Bonapart’s family. 

Was Jesus annoyed? Not in the least 
He simply told Mrs. Zebedee the coveted 
positions were not his to give. He dic 
not rebuke her for electioneering o- 
lobbying. 

It was “The Ten” who were “movcd 
with indignation.” The account of this 
mother interest is one of the most hu- 
man touches in a divine Book packed 
with human touches. 

For years we have had a country foun- 
dry and machine shop. In the old 
days wise parents were anxious that 
their boys should acquire a trade. One 
of my early experiences was being 
waited on by many a fond mother trying 
to get her boy in as an apprentice in 
foundry, pattern shop, or machine shop. 
How those mothers would plead as they 
paraded the good points of the boys! 

In some quarters it seems as though 
mothers had lost interest in the advance- 
ment of their children. The other day 
the society column of the newspapers 
announced that a young couple I know 
were giving a Sunday afternoon cock- 
tail party. This is the atmosphere in 
which some children of old families are 
being reared. Another cocktail+family’s 
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ing mostly of those who rendered some 
wonderful service to the world, perhaps 
on the mission field, perhaps at home in 
some other way. The Lord Jesus did 
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son came to interest me in something he 
had to sell. The young man had taken 
a “bracer” for the interview, judging 
from his breath. I lost interest, and all 
he got from me was courtesy—and a 
tract ! 


Old Mr. Human Nature—When the 
ten heard it, they were moved with in- 
di.nation (v. 24). Do you remember 
David Harum’s version of the Golden 
Rule? James and John seem to have 
had the philosophy of this horse-trading 
country banker, if not his language. It 
can be expressed this way for this in- 
cident: : 

“Find out what the other fellow is 
going to do, and do it first.” Or as you 
fellows in the back row would say, “The 
Zebedee boys beat “The Ten’ to it!” 

Probably the most indignant one of 
“The Ten” was Judas. He was the one 
who criticized Jesus for permitting Mary 
to spend her “very costly” ointment, and 
not selling the precious stuff and giving 
the money to the poor. Not that he 
eared for the poor. (John 12:4, 5.) 

I always get a “kick” out of the Bible 
narrative (I tried to think of a better 
word—have you one?) when old Mr. 
Human Nature comes walking in as in 
this case. The whole “Twelve” were 
putting on a complete exhibition of 
that with which we are born, and hold 
on to, until we are born again. 

Here in America our secular politics, 
#s well as our religious politics, are all 
tarred with the same self-interest stick. 
It is usually a case of the “Ins” and the 
“Outs.” 

This matter of looking out for Num- 
ber One can be a good thing or a bad 
thing. When the spirit is, “Every fel- 
low for himself and the Devil take the 
hindmost,” it is a bad and sorry spec- 
tacle. Among sailors a man with that 
philosophy is a disgrace to the vocation 
of sailor, and is held in contempt. 

Remember “old Floyd Ireson, who for 
his hard heart was tarred and feathered 
and drawn in a cart by the women of 
Marblehead”? Ireson had failed to help 
a ship in distress. 

The real captain is the last to leave 
the sinking ship. The real engineer is 
the last to jump from the wrecked train, 
if he jumps at all. 

Yes, indeed, beloved, the Lord Jesus 
has given us a “New Standard of Great- 
ness” as the lesson topic has it. 


Doing Something—The Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many (v. 28). Here in this passage 
we have the whole genius of the Chris- 
tian life. That is, if a course of life can 
be said to have a genius. Our French 
brother might express it by raison d’etre 
—the reason for being. 

Those ‘who live the Christian life and 
get the happiness that is promised are 
those who minister and sacrifice. Or, 
1s my colored preacher friend wrote me 
as his wish for me, “May the wings of 
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your happiness never lose a feather.” 
Write “whose” for “your,” and have it 
for those who live the real Christian life 
of service. 

The folks whose religious life is merely 
going to church and joining the Sunday 
parade do not get very much out of the 
Christian life. I call them “Belongers.” 
Don’t I know, because for some years 
I was one of the Chief Belongers! 

Some years ago I told you about Tony 
Biddle, who went to his rector, Dr. 
Tompkins of Holy Trinity, Philadelphia, 
and said: “Dr. Tompkins, I have long 
been a member of Holy Trinity. I am 
not of as much use to the church as 
that lamppost on the corner. That post 
carries a light that keeps folks from 
falling into the gutter. Can’t you give 
me something useful to do?” 

Dr. Tompkins put him into the Sun- 
day school. There Tony got interested 
and busy, and his fame and influence 
spread to other churches. Tony was an 
athlete, and one of the world’s best 
boxers. There were established all over 
Philadelphia in the Sunday schools 
“Tony Biddle Bible Classes.” Tony 
contended that Jesus, the perfect man, 
was a true athlete, and his address on 
that theme was a classic, with great 
feeling and reverence. 

When I was trying to get Tony to 
come and speak for the Iron Rose Class 
he said, as he had to refuse because he 
was booked up for a year, “Say, Ridg- 
way, this Bible class work is something 
great, isn’t it?” 

His classes emphasized the athletic 
side—and in due course, as could be 
expected, petered out and are about for- 
gotten in Philadelphia. The Bible 
classes that continue through the years 
are those which put the spiritual side 
first. The classes that are out to save 
men and build Christian character. (Mr. 
Anthony Drexel Biddle, as I write, is 
American Ambassador to Poland, who 
won fame by sticking to Warsaw to 
the end in spite of German bombs.) 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 11) 
1. The desire to see her sons advanced in 
the earthly Kingdom of Messiah. 
2. The cup of rejection by the world. 


3. Enduring persecution and death for his 
sake. 


4. They did not know their own weakness. 

5. Both suffered rejection and persecution 
for the Gospel. James was slain with the 
sword (Acts 12:1, 2), and John was ban- 
ished to the isle of Patmos (Rev. 1:9). 

6. They, too, had similar ambitions. 

7. The great ones of earth lord it over 
their subjects and followers. Christ’s serv- 
ants are to be content to serve in humility. 

8. He who takes the humblest place as 
servant of all. 

9. To serve mankind and to give his life 
a ransom for sinners. 

10. Paying the price of our redemption by 
his death on the cross. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “What Price Glory !” 
Discussion: What does this mean: The 
highest level any human life can ever 
reach is to be a roadway over which the 
King of kings may walk. 
Objective: Following in his steps (1 Pet. 
2:21). 











AY, fellows, here is a-nice question: 

What is true greatness? —and Jesus 
has cleared all the dust and confusion 
away and given us a clear-cut answer 
in the incident which we study today. 
The mother of James and John was am- 
bitious for her sons (what mother is 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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not”), 2nd the sons were also ambitious 
for themselves. 

This was not an ignoble ambition; it 
was lofty; but after Jesus had spoken 
there must have appeared to be a lot 
of unworthy “stage stuff” in it. Much 
of it was based on a misconception of 
the plans of Jesus. They thought he 
would ascend the throne of David and 
become the King of restored Israel. Then 
what a fine thing it would be for James 
to have the folio of Prime Minister, and 
John to be the Minister of the Ex- 
chequer; and whenever there would be 
affairs of state and the King would be 
seated on his throne, James would have 
a seat directly on the right and John 
would be directly on the left! And 
Mrs. Zebedee would be in the throng 
with her neighbors, and smile with pride 
as she would say, “Do you see where 
my two sons are sitting?” Of course 
everybody would be well able to see, 
without having them pointed out — they 
could not miss it unless they were blind 
—but it would be such a satisfaction to 
exchange glances with the neighbors just 
at that time and place! 

Our Lord dealt so patiently with that 
unwise request! He said: “Ye know 
not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink 
of the cup that I shall drink of, and to 
be baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with?” And they said, “We are 
able.” Then he answered, “Ye shall 

. indeed”! And, indeed, they did. 
Our Lord showed them how different 
from worldly conceptions were the prin- 
ciples that should govern his Kingdom. 
He that would be greatest in the King- 
dom of God would be the one who would 
minister as a servant and render unre- 
served service. He would be one who 
would empty himself that he might be 
the means of filling other lives with 
greatest good. 

Fellows, have you ever seen one of 
the chisels used by Michelangelo in the 
carving of the statue of Moses? I guess 
not, but you have seen the statue, or a 
picture of it. What do you care about 
the chisel? Yet the chisel was neces- 
sary to the greatness of the sculptor. 
Suppose the chisel had said, “Now when 
this statue is placed on display, put me 
on a string and hang me around its 
neck!” Can you imagine it? Have 
you ever seen one of the brushes used 
by Leonardo da Vinci in the painting of 
“The Last Supper”? 
suppose the paint-smeared little brush 
had said, “When this picture is at last 
before the public, let me dangle on the 
wall beside it!” No, that would have 
been a misuse of the brush. The brush 
was great in the hands of the great art- 
ist, but that was all; the brush could 
have done nothing of itself. 

Just so with you and me, fellows. As 
surrendered tools in the Master’s hands, 
we can be great in the use he is willing 
(and so able) to make of us for his 
own glory. If the steel is enduring and 


Not probable, but. 
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fine-tempered, the sculptor can chip 
away at the marble and produce a per- 
fect image; but if it is soft or brittle, it 
is cast aside and a better one employed. 

Oh, fellows, let’s ask God right now 
to take out of us all that may make us 
useless in his hands; to take out the 
pride and selfishness that keep us from 
humbly ministering in our Master’s 
name. “For though we walk in the flesh, 
we do not war after the flesh: (for the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds;) casting’ down 
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imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ”! (2 
Cor. 10:3-5.) 


ScRANTON, Pa. 
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In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the pub- 
lishers, as well as the advertiser, by stat- 
ing that you saw the advertisement in 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To make the girls conscious of 
their opportunities as servants of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


Activity.—As this is a lesson suggesting 
active results, let the girls select some 
phase of ordinary, everyday service which 
they wish to emphasize this week. It may 
be service to members of their homes, 
school friends, employers, social groups, 
or the local pastor and church. Use the 
pink heart from the series of hearts. See 
Lesson 1, January 7. 

Memory Verse.—‘‘The Son of man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minis- 
ter, and to give his life a ransom for 
many” (Matt. 20:28). 











IRLS, our lesson places you in one 
of two classes: you are juvenile, or 
you are in the Servant Class. 

The world is largely juvenile. Inves- 
tigators tell us that the average adult 
has little more than grammar school in- 
telligence. People grow old, but too 
often they do not grow up. Is not that 
why individuals make foolish mistakes 
that plunge them intor unfortunate pre- 
dicaments, and that plunge society into 


disaster? 


Would you agree that everybody wants 
admiration and friendship? This is es- 
sentially a worthy aim. We are social 
beings and need human comradeship 
and love (Rom. 13:8; Gal. 6:1). How- 
ever, would you agree, also, with this: 
the means used to gain admiiration and 
attention determines, to a large extent, 
how “grown-up” an individual is? 

Survey this rating for being “grown- 
up,” and silently classify yourself. 1. To 
some, admiration comes as a reward 
for natural charm and winsomeness. 2. 
Others cultivate a desire to please, and 
thus win admiration and honor. 3. Still 


‘others practice, either purposely or un- 
‘consciously, various and conspicuous 


forms of behavior, such as always con- 
tending for the best place, “razzing” 
others, bragging, or wearing gaudy fin- 
gernail polish, all to gain attention. 4. 
A final group feels inadequate socially, 
and they decide that they do not like 
people, and want to be left alone. Such 
folk hide away with their feelings of 
inferiority, and individualistic interests. 
In which group do you belong? 

‘Already we have said that our lesson 
presents two alternatives for this prob- 
lem of social recognition. The one is 
self-centered or juvenile, the other is 
altruistic. James and John started to 
follow the first. The Lord Jesus sug- 
gested the other. Refer to our rating 
of grown-ups, and see where you would 
place James and John and Mother Zebe- 
dee as they made the request of Matthew 
20:20, 21. 

In connection with Mother Zebedee, 
you might like to copy a few thoughts 
for your “Hints for Mothers” noteboo. 
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1. She worshiped the Lord. 2. She de- 
sired “a certain thing of him,” in this 
case the wrong thing, however. 3. She 
was anxious about her children’s future 
happiness, a commendable trait. 4, Yet 
she encouraged her adult sons in juve- 
nile, self-contained interests. 5. At the 
same time she encouraged them to keep 
close to the Lord— “one on thy right 
hand, and the other on the left.” 6. 
John surely was a good son to Mother 
Zebedee, for the Lord later entrusted his 
own mother to John’s care (John 19: 
27). Thus John was rewarded with an 
honor far greater and more intimate 
than that of sitting idly by his Master’s 
side. 

What was the response of the other 
disciples to the Zebedee sons? “They 
were moved with indignation.” No one 
likes those who indulge in Point Num- 
ber Three in our rating for being grown- 
up. Obvious attempts to gain the “cen- 
ter of the stage,” or to be “it,” are direct 
avenues along the road to unpopularity. 

When the Lord said, “Are ye able?” 
(v. 22) he referred to a greater ability 
than that of “taking life on the chin,” 
and living conventionally. Persecution 
and trials are the inevitable accompani- 
ments of life, and even with all its cor- 
ruption, the world holds forth the chal- 
lenge of right living. The meaning of 
life to a Christian is always deeper and 
more intense than it is to those of the 
world. 

Are you able, girls, to “drink of the 
cup” of persecution and suffering which 
follows those who choose to live a con- 
secrated Christian life? Are you able 
to “be baptized with the baptism” of 
righteousness that comes from a Spirit- 
controlled life? (Matt. 3:15.) To say 
“yes” to this, one needs a childlike (not 
childish) faith (Matt. 18:3, 4), and a 
mature life purpose (Phil. 1:21). 

“Whosoever will be chief among you, 
let him be your servant,” was Christ’s 
alternative for gaining socia! prestige. 
Such a person has made the transition 
from selfishness to thoughtfulness for 
others. Search through the chapters of 
Matthew which we have already studied 
to see where the Lord advised constant 
thoughtfulness toward others (Matt. 5: 
24, 44; 6:3; 7:12; 18:33, etc.). 

Compare verse 28 of our lesson with 
verses 18 and 19. “To Jerusalem” was 
the perpetual goal of our Saviour —-to 
suffer, to be crucified, and to be raised 
again.» See Matthew 16:21; 17:22, 23; 1 
Corinthians 15:3, 4. 

The disciples, like ‘ourselves, were 
slow to‘ understand; and not until they 
were “filled with the Holy Ghost” after 
Christ had returned to God, did they 
have victory over self, and devote their 
lives to humble service to others. Every 
man whose letters have been included in 
our New Testament spoke of himself as 
“a servant” of the Lord. Take the roll: 
Paul (Rom. 1:1); James (Jas. 1:1); 
Peter (2 Pet. 1:1); Jude (Jude 1:1; 
John (Rev. 1:1). 
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What should be our characteristics as 
faithful servants of Jesus Christ? 

1. A servant is inconspicuous, and re- 
mains in a serving position (John 13: 
16; 15:20). 

2. A servant co-operates with her Mas- 
ter (1 Chron. 29:5b; Luke 12:43, 44). 

3. A servant gives untiring devotion 
(Isa. 40:31; Rom. 12:1). 

4. A servant increases her efficiency 
(Rom. 7:6; Heb. 12:28). 

5. A servant seeks to please her Mas- 
ter’s associates, but always she considers 
her Master’s will first (Eph. 6:5-7). 

6. A servant meets with her Master in 
order to learn his will (Matt. 11:29; 6: 
33). ° - 

Girls, are you willing to be in the 
Servant Class for the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Let us place this pink heart upon the 
clean, white one to show that a heart 
cleansed by the Redeemer should reflect 
the radiant beauty of his lowly, compas- 
sionate heart (Matt. 11:29). 

Next Sunday we shall see how 
Heaven’s King was recognized. Mem- 
orize Psalm 10:16. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
If you have cut-outs of the disciples, 
use James and John to teach this lesson. 
If not, I would make two paper dolls to 
represent them, that could be used either 
on the board or to stand up on the table. 











NCE more we have a talk,’ or an 

answer to a question, for our les- 
son. This time a mother comes bringing 
her two sons to Jesus and asking him 
to make them the greatest men in his 
Kingdom when he set up his throne: 
The woman was Mrs. Zebedee, and the 
sons were James and John, two of the 
disciples of Jesus. And Jesus answered 
her and said, “Ye know not what ye 
ask.” 

Then Jesus asked the two men if they 
were able to suffer as he was to suffer, 
and they told him they were able. Then 
he told them they indeed should suffer, 
but that the places of honor at his right 
and left hand were not his to give, but 
they were for those whom God the 
Father had chosen. 

The other ten disciples were very cross 
at James and John because their mother 
had asked such a thing of the Lord. It 
was a foolish thing to do, but you know 
that mothers do so love their children, 
even when they are big men, that they 
want them to have the best of every- 
thing. Each mother thinks her children 
are the best. That was the way with 
Mrs. Zebedee. She thought James and 
John were the best of the disciples, be- 
cause they were her boys, and she 
wanted the greatest honor for them. 

But Jesus told them something new 
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about being great — something they had 
never heard, and I’m sure the mother 
had never heard it either. He told them 
that the one who would be greatest 
among them must be the servant of all 
of them. He told them that he, the Son 
of God, had come to serve instead of 
being served, and had come to die for 
the world. 

The world doesn’t know a thing about 
the sort of greatness that serves. The 
great of the world have servants; they 
want to order other people around, and 
have things done for them. It would 
be hard to make the world believe that 
some of the greatest people have been 
servants. But this is God’s way of look- 
ing at it. 

I wonder how many.of you children 
have asked the teacher to let you have 
the best part in the school entertain- 
ment, or have begged Mother to let you 
have the best seat in the car, or the seat 
of honor at the table. Did you ever think 
how selfish it was? 

I know the child I like best. It is the 
child who is willing to let some other 
child have the big things; it is the child 
who is willing to take second place, 
sweetly and cheerfully. And I'll tell 
you a secret: I like the same kind of 
grown-ups—the ones who are willing 
that somebody else should be in the 
spotlight, while they take a back seat. 
And there are not very many of that 
kind of children or older people. 

If the Lord Jesus could leave all the 
glory of Heaven and come to earth to 
be poor and despised and crucified for 
us, can we not be willing to serve others, 
and be loving and humble and sweet? 
I love our Golden Text, “While we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Even 
Christ was suffering for others, 

May the Lord Jesus make us all will- 
ing to be great in his way. 

MopestTo, CALIF. 
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Mistakes God Did Not Make 


(Continued from page 4) 


otherwise destroy all earthly life. It 
seems that God overlooked nothing. I 
am glad that this matter of a filter of 
ozone “between 60 and 250 miles” above 
us was not left for some “Cosmic Urge” 
or “Fortuitous Coalition of Forces” to 
attend to. You could hardly trust some 
Spontaneous Eruption of Primordial Un- 
rest, could you? 

It is well known that the depth and 
density of the atmosphere modifies our 
temperature just as altitude does. It 
must be clear, then, that any mistake 
that gave us a deeper or shallower at- 
mosphere would make most of the earth 
an oven or a refrigerator. Death Valley 
is below sea level and has a record tem- 
perature of 134 in the shade. It is ob- 
vious, then, that a high plateau would 
be excessively hot if it had the depth 
of atmosphere that Death Valley has. 
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No one knows how deep our atmosphere 
is. Guesses range from 50 to 250 miles. 
Judging from the flight of meteors that 
burn up while passing through the air, 
the atmosphere must be at least 100 miles 
deep. Assuming that this is correct, it 
must be apparent that a mistake that 
made it one per cent deeper would make 
life as we know it impossible. A mis- 
take that made it one per cent shallower 
would certainly leave much of the earth 
covered with snow and ice. It would 
mean snow on equatorial highlands. 


(To be concluded next week) 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 28. 4. What It Means to “Support My 
Church.” (Gen. 28:18-22; Luke 6:38; Psa. 122: 
1. (Beginning Christian Endeavor Week. 
Denominational Day.) 





Sunday, January 21 


3. What It Means to Pray and Read 
the Bible 
(Psa. 119:11-16; 1 John 5:13-15) © 





Mon.—One of many answered prayers 
(Acts 12:5-11). 

Tues.—Listening to Jehovah (Psa. 85:7-9). 

Wed.—Benefits of God’s law (Psa. 19:7-11). 

Thurs.—Faith and hearing (Rom. 10:13-17). 

Fri.—Assurance of answered prayer (Isa. . 
65:24). 

Sat.—Enlightened and inspired (Luke 24: 
25-32). 











F, IN a set of instructions for building 

a strong body and maintaining good 
health, you were to find a recommen- 
dation te breathe plenty of good air and 
to eat nourishing food, would you think 
it strange or ridiculous? You will say 
at once that of course you would not. 
Does not everyone who wants to be 
healthy and strong observe such rules, 
and does not everyone who hopes to be 
accepted for any school or college sport 
pay very particular attention to getting 
plenty of fresh air and good food? In 
fact, young men and young women will 
go to considerable inconvenience and 
self-denial in order to make certain 
that good food and fresh air have their 
chance to fit them for the particular 
athletic activity in which they are in- 
terested. 

Why, then, should we think it so un- 
usual or so much of a trial, when we 
are asked to give time for fresh air and 
good food in the spiritual race in which 
everyone of us must run, if we belong 
to the Lord Jesus? Is it because we do 
not understand the rules and the appli- 
cation of them? Or, is it because we 
are indifferent about running well and 
attaining in the race? 
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Prayer has been well likened to the 
Christians’ breath. We are immersed, 
as it were, in a deadly atmosphere of 
sordidness.and sin. and selfishness. -Un- 
less we have some way of obtaining. the 
fresh, pure air of Heaven, we shall suc- 
cumb to the deadly lethargy and tox- 
emia that is all about us. 

But God has provided a means of 
reaching up, by prayer, to the pure, in- 
vigorating air of Heaven. When we 
give time each day to prayer, we are 
breathing the very air of Heaven, and 
taking into our beings the inspiration, 
vitality, and strength that will enable 
us to go on living for him in the heavy 
atmosphere of everyday life. Just as 
the pure, fresh air enables the physical 
body to throw off the poisons and the 
impurities that have accumulated, and 
to renew the life stream with fresh, 
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clean blood, so our prayer time gives 
us an opportunity to turn over to God 
the cares and the burdens and the con- 
taminations of each day, and to receive 
from him his strength and purity in 
return. 
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And with the renewing and refresh- 
ing air of Heaven God has also pro- 
vided for us a heavenly food. It is 
found in his Word and is ours for the 
taking. As we read his Word and medi- 
tate upon it, our spiritual beings are 
fed and built up and strengthened. We 
learn there of God’s goodness and pro- 
vision for us. We learn of his glory 
and majesty and power. We learn of 
his plan for our lives which stretches 
beyond this life into the far-reaches of 
eternity. All of this builds up and 
strengthens our faith, for faith cometh 
by hearing and hearing by the Word of 
God (Rom. 10:17). 

His Word holds up to us a mirror and 
reveals our shortcomings and failures. 
And, lest we should despair, it shows 
us how these failures and shortcomings 
may be transformed into victorious liv- 
ing through the indwelling of our Lord 
and Master, Jesus Christ. It tells us 
how we may avoid the traps and pit- 
falls of sin, and how we may have the 
armor of the living Word protect us 
from the power of the Evil One. 
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Therefore, it is most reasonable and 
sensible and practical to find in our 
Christian Endeavor Pledge a promise 
to read the Bible every day and to pray 
every day. Certainly once a day is 
little enough. Still better is it if we 
can arrange for a regular time both 
morning and evening. In the morning 
we may obtain strength and inspiration 
and help for the duties and cares and 
responsibilities that are ahead. In the 
evening, we may come for confession 
of failures and sin, for refreshment and 
for encouragement, before we go to rest. 
But let us not forget the quiet lifting 
of the heart to God in prayer at any 
time of the day, when there is special 
need, or when we are conscious that 
we have done wrong. 

Where the spiritual life of any young 
person has broken down, the failure 
can almost invariably be traced to a 
neglect or abandonment of a regular 
time for prayer and reading of the 
Word. If you have been finding your 
Christian life difficult, fruitless, or dis- 
couraging, why not make provision for 
this daily time of strengthening and re- 
newing? You will not. find time for 
it. You must make time for it. No 
matter how difficult this may seem at 
first, you will find that you will accom- 
plish far more every day if you will 
give a regular time to God and let him 
make and keep you strong and vigor- 
ous and renewed. 
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Free Tithing Literature 





HE Layman Company’s pamphlet, 

“Winning Financial Freedom,” has 
proved to be so popular and effective 
that once more we are offering it to 
any pastor free of charge. On request 
we will send, postage paid, enough copies 
to supply all the lay officials of his 
church. 

The pamphlet describes a_ simple 
method by which the pastor may carry 
on, quietly and steadily, the education 
of his people in the principles of Chris- 
tian giving, without interfering with his 
other work, and at a cost purely nominal. 

When you write please mention THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times, also give your 
denomination.—The Layman Company, 
730 Rush St., Chicago. 











“Ten Parts” Joyful Heart 
Founded on fact 
By Laura C. Trachsel 


AWN crept over the broad wheat 

fields of Shantung, dawn sifted into 
courtyards of Mulberry Town, and dawn 
peeped through the paper-paned wind- 
dows of the common bedroom of the 
Wang home. Dawn plus the cock’s crow 
aroused Beautiful Jewel, “Second Sis- 
ter,” as she was known to all the Wangs. 
One big stretch through two sleeves, 
a quick buttoning up of the side of a 
blue cotton garment, and Beautiful 
Jewel was dressed. A plunge with each 
tiny foot, and she was in her black 
cloth shoes. With a jump she was off 
the brick bed onto the earth floor, and 
with a few steps she was in the small 
kitchen where millet was boiling and 
bread was steaming. 

There in the kitchen, mother and 
daughter made ready the meal, and as 
they worked they chatted. “Mother,” 
said the girl, “Jesus has given me an 
unable-to-speak-it-out joy because I re- 
pented at the big tent meeting yester- 
day. Mother, you are aiways sighing 


and worrying. Won’t you go to the big. 


tent to repent? Big Sister, Aunt, and 
Cousin have found this same joy I have.” 
The mother only turned to stir the mil- 
let gruel in the black cooking pot and 
muttered, “I am too stupid to understand 
this doctrine.” 

The heart of Second Sister was “ten 
parts” joy and peace, but her new rela- 
tionship with Christ was to be tested 
by the permission of the heavenly 
Father, for Beautiful Jewel’s father dis- 
approved of the “happy sound” (Gos- 
pel) tent with its earnest preachers and 
lusty singing. Had not Neighbor Chang 
torn down the time-honored paper gods 
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and even burned the Kitchen god after 
he had been to the tent and repented? 

“No child of mine can forsake the 
idols,” said Merchant Wang, and Elder 
Brother Wang heartily agreed with him. 

But one night all was confusion at 
the Wang home: the merchant himself 
lay coughing and groaning; the mother 
was distracted and wanted to run 
quickly for the Chinese medicine man 
who would stick brass needles into her 
sick husband, and make him well again. 
But Merchant Wang well knew the dis- 
turbance it would cause if a doctor were 
called at midnight; dogs would bark in 
every part of the village; many of the 
neighbors would grumble and revile at 
being awakened in the middle of the 
night. No, they must not call the medi- 
cine man. But the pains grew worse! 

“What shall I do?” moaned Mrs. Wang 
in her distraction. In answer to this 
question Second Sister spoke up from 
her side of the long bed where the whole 
family lay in parallel rows, “Father, 
Jesus can heal you. If you believe He 
can, I will pray for you. Do you be- 
lieve He can heal you?” Merchant Wang 
was ready to try anything so said, “Yes.” 

Hearing that one word, Second Sister 
came scrambling over the other children 
on the brick bed to the prostrate form 
of her father. She put her face down 
on the wadded coverlet and began pray- 
ing. Her true God heard the prayers 
of a brave one who had a “ten parts” 
joyful heart and healed her father. Soon 
the sick father was saying, “You needn’t 
pray any more, for I am better.” The 
next day Merchant Wang dressed in his 
business gown and black jacket and 
went off to business as well as ever. 

Sunday came and Beautiful Jewel felt 
that she must go to meeting. Her father 
was not at home, so it was easy for her 
to walk out the gate, down the main 
street, and over to the suburb where the 
big tent was pitched on the village 
threshing floor. Elder Brother Wang, 
squatting by his courtyard gate on the 
main street and lazily bargaining for a 
pint of kerosene from a passing peddler, 
saw her go. When, later, Merchant Wang 
sauntered by, Elder Brother sneeringly 
said: 

“The worthless one has gone to’ the 
foreign devils’ meeting again. You lose 
face by allowing a daughter of yours 
to go to this strange meeting. ‘Pearl 
in the palm of your hand [a son] will 
soon be wanting to go. You know the 
old saying, “Thatch your roof before the 
rainy weather; dig your well before you 
are parched with thirst.’ Small Brother, 
you had better stop this thing while you 
can. A bad business this.” 

Merchant Wang’s only reply was an 
old Chinese proverb: “The pestle pro- 
duces white rice, and the rod good chil- 
dren.” 

Merchaiit Wang was soon home. As 
he sat on an upturned water jar in the 
courtyard he became more and more an- 
gry. When Beautiful Jewel came home 
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from meeting and came through the 
courtyard gate she was astounded to see 
her father kicking the pig and chickens, 
muttering words of anger and abuse, 
and then to see him coming toward 
her. With a lunge he grabbed her and 
dragged her to an empty back court- 
yard. 

“You have been to meeting, and you 
must promise now that you will never 
go again,” he shouted. 

‘Father, I cannot promise that,” the 
girl replied. 

“Kneel before me,” he shrieked. With 
this, he picked up a brickbat and threw 
it at her. Another afid another were 
thrown. But still the girl was unafraid 
and would not promise to stay away 
from the meeting. 

The father was white with anger and 
went for a rope. When he came back 
he said, “Do you want to hang yourself 
or do you want me to choke you with 
this?” 

Beautiful Jewel answered quietly, “It 
would be sin for me to kill myself. You 
may do what seems good to you.” 

Her father actually put the rope 
around the slim neck and choked her 
until she could not breathe. Mother 
Wang and Big Sister had been busy get- 
ting dinner and did not know that Sec- 
ond Sister had returned from the meet- 
ing. Big Sister went to the back court 
for salted vegetable in a cask there. 
Whom should she see but poor Second 
Sister choking and gasping with the 
angry father pulling the rope. She 
screamed, and grabbed the rope to 
loosen it. Mother Wang, frightened by 
the scream, came running. The father 
disappeared around the house to the 
front courtyard where he sat down again 
on the water jar and nursed his rage. 

After the choking girl had révived 
they helped her to the front yard onto 
a bench. Neighbors had flocked to the 
gate after hearing the scream of Big 
Sister and looked curiously at Merchant 
Wang who sat glowering at every one. 
When he caught sight of Beautiful Jewel 
he began insisting again that she must 
promise not to attend the “foreign 
devils’” meeting. The neighbors were 
not Christians, but they did not want 
to see Beautiful Jewel hurt, so someone 
called out, “She has said it. Let her 
alone.” 

But Beautiful Jewel had not given 
any promise. However, her father saw 
there was too much public sentiment 
against his actions and was glad to take 
the neighbors’ word for it, and thus 
disentangle himself from an embarrass- 
ing situation. He walked toward the 
house calling to the women of his house- 
hold in an important tone, “It is time 
to eat now. Let us go into the house.” 

Beautiful Jewel went to bed right 
away, tired and bruised from the per- 
secution she had undergone. Mother 
Wang whispered to her before she slip- 
ped out to serve dinner, “I would have 
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died of sorrow if you had been choked 
to death.” 

The girl who had suffered for right- 
eousness’ sake stroked the calloused, 
withered hand of her hard-working 
mother and said, “Jesus was right by 
my side all the time, and I was not 
afraid. My heart is still ‘ten parts’ joy- 
ful. And now you‘will accept Jesus, too, 
won’t you, Mother?” 

TIENTSIN, CHINA. 
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Broadcasting the Gospel 
in War-Torn China 


«¢{_ JERE is something nice for you!” 

So wrote Bishop John Curtiss of 
Hangchow last August to Station XMHD 
of the China Christian Broadcasting As- 
sociation in Shanghai. “Our Chinese pas- 
tor,” he continued, “has just been in 
and given me $10 from the women lepers 
at our leper asylum here toward the 
repairs on your antenna. They are keen 
Christians, many of them, and enjoy 
your broadcasts and heard the sugges- 
tion of two hundred ten-dollar shares 
and thought they too would like to pro- 
vide one share. They live on a very 
small monthly allowance and to make 
this gift from some fifteen to twenty 
women meant real self-denial, especially 
when food, ete. is so very dear, but 
these women are given to good works 
and it gives me very real pleasure to 
forward their gift to you. If your work 
is built up in gifts like this it will be 
truly blest.” 

This letter is typical of the many re- 
ceived continually by the Association as 
the result of their nearly seven hours 
a day devoted to the broadcasting of 
Gospel music, children’s stories, Bible 
studies, religious biographies, news, and 
evangelistic messages. 

A Chinese merchant, hearing one of 
the programs, was saved from the very 
act of swallowing a cup of poison, and 
later became a Christian by listening to 
the station. 

A non-Christian girl wrote: “Though 
I am not familiar with the words of the 
songs from XMHD, yet each time I lis- 
ten to the songs from your station, it 
truly makes me very happy.” 

A young Chinese girl was driven from 
home by her enraged father, as she had 
accepted Christ. However, in a short 
time, her father wanted to know of 
“this strange enticing power,” so he 
secretly tuned in on XMHD. Within two 
months he and his whole family have 
been won to Christ. 

A family of four went to church asking 
for baptism. The pastor asked them 
who it was who led them to Christ. 
They replied: “We found Jesus, the 
Christ, by listening to XMHD.” 

On one of the programs information 
concerning first aid and simple healing 
remedies is given, and a man who lis- 
tencd to this received not only healing 
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for his body but also salvation for his 
soul. 

In 1933 a Shanghai Christian pastor 
asked a Christian layman this question: 
“Why do we Christians not have a broad- 
casting station of our own?” Near the 
end of that year, the Shanghai Christian 
Broadcasting Station was founded, and 
from that time to this, for six years, its 
voice has continually gone out calling 
sinners to repentance. 

K. S. Lee, formerly an exchange 
broker in Shanghai, promoted the estab- - 
lishment of the station and he is today 
the General Secretary, while his brother 
Philip Lee, pastor of the Chinese Union 
Church, 2301 Wentworth Ave., Chicago, 
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Tll., is the Associate General Secretary. 
The local secretary and treasurer in 
Shanghai is the Rev. Z. K. Zia, 128 Mu- 
seum Road. Those who would like to 
have a share in promoting this work 
may send gifts to the Rev. C. L. Eicher 
of the Christian and Missionary Alli- 
ance, 4709 N. Spaulding Ave., Chicago. 
The broadcast in Shanghai has gone 
on continually through the tragic days 
of the war in China, bringing the Good 
News of the Saviour to thousands of 


‘troubled hearts. When Mr. K. S. Lee 


spoke recently at one of the regular 
Monday prayer meetings at THE SUNDAY 
Scuoo. Times office, he told of his own 
hope, and that of the other Christian 
men associated with him, that they might 
some day have a powerful Christian 
broadcasting station in every one of the 
provinces of China. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the Internationa! Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 15 to 21 


Mon.—Matthew 20:17-28. True Greatness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever will 
be chief among you, let him be your 
servant.” “See the Man of Sorrows 
now!” He who “took upon him the form 
of a servant” now occupies the highest 
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seat in Heaven. In God’s program for 
his people humiliation generally pre- 
cedes exaltation. “Before honour is hu- 
mility” (Prov. 15:33). Joseph and other 
God-honored personalities found the way 
up was down. God who casteth us down 
also lifteth us up (1 Sam. 2:7). God 
gives the grace to be humble, as well 
as grace to the humble. Pray for the 
daily radio broadcast of the Business 
Men’s Evangelistic Club, Raleigh, N. C. 
Tues.—Luke 18:9-14. Humility in Prayer. 

PraYeR Succestions: “The publican, 
standing afar off.” Spirit and attitude 
in prayer are important. Examples of 
this are found everywhere in the Scrip- 
tures. (See Abraham, Gen. 18:27; Job 
14:3; Isa. 6:5, and the three great Inter- 
cessors, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Daniel). 
Humility of mind befits prayer and every 
other form of Christian service. Pray for 
the Christian Laymen’s Club, Greens- 
boro, N. C. 


Wed.—1 Peter 5:1-7. Humility in Service. 
PRAYER Succestions: “Clothed with hu- 
mility.” How we impress people often 
determines the extent of our usefulness 
to them. First impressions are lasting 
impressions. By wearing the clothing of 
humility we are sure to impress people 
favorably and deeply for Christ. We 
love to see humility in others; so let us 
wear the garb ourselves. Living much 
with Christ who was “meek and lowly 
in heart” is sure to leave its impress upon 
character and conduct. Pray for the 
Billy Sunday Club, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Thurs.—Luke 14:7-11. A Parable of Humility. 

Prayer SuGcestions: “They chose out 
the first seats” (R. V.). The bitter dis- 
appointment which ultimately came to 
the self-seeking wedding guests forms 
the basis of our Lord’s parable of humil- 
ity. People who think themselves supe- 
rior often are placed as inferior indi- 
viduals by the accurate providence of 
God. Human nature is slow to learn 
that God’s way to exaltation is evangel- 
ical humiliation. Pray for Cable Street 
Mission, Lynchburg, Va. 
Fri.—Proverbs 22:1-9. 

“The Reward of Humility.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “By humility and 
the fear of the Lord are riches, and 
honour, and life.” Humility and rever- 
ence are our best recommendations be- 
fore God, for the blessings of prosperity 
bought for us by the blood of Christ. 
Haughty and profane nations have per- 
ished with the centuries. Individuals 
who are sober-minded, and revere God, 
still win life’s highest good. Pray for 
continuing blessing upon Shanghai 
Christian Broadcasting Station XMHD. 


Sat.—John 13:12-20. Christ Our Example. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Do as I have 
done.” Following Christ is the very 
pith of piety. Our Saviour is owr best 
example. His spirit, speech, and moral 
splendor are our highest character at- 
tainment. His grace can enable us to 
follow and reflect Him. “Be ye there- 
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fcre imitators of God, as beloved chil- 
dren” (Eph. 5:1, R. V.). Pray for The 
Family Bible Ledgue (“Uncle” John 
Meredith), 6652 Odell Ave., Chicago. 


Sun.—Philippians 2:1-11. The Mind of Christ. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We have the 
mind of Christ” (1 Cor. 2:16). Christ 
endcws his people with the Holy Spirit. 
The Spirit takes the things of Christ 
and shows them unto the believer. He 
gives not only mental, but experimental, 
knowledge of God’s will. Christ is made 
unto us “wisdom” so that we can live, 
walk, and speak in His wisdom. “Let 
this mind be in you.” Pray for Pocket 
Testament League activities in all lands. 


The Sunday School Gines 


President and Publisher 
Puitie E. HowarpD 
Editor and Vice-President 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 








Associate Editors: Puirie E. Howarp, 
JR., JOHN W. LANE, JR. 

Correspondence and Review Editor: 
Laura Z, LEFEVRE 

Manager Subscription Department: 
D. T. RicHMAN 

Circulation and Advertising Manager: 
H. TRUMBULL HOWARD 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one, address, $1.75 each, per year. 
CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 
INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Strictly introductory, or Get-Ac- 
quainted subscriptiorts, 25 cents for one 
period of ten weeks, either singly or in 


clubs. 
Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 


and Possessions. These rates includ® «© 
of > 


a 22 


postage. 

15 cents—One or more copies te = Pi 
individual addresses, 75 cents eachy 5s 
per year. 


package to only one address, 52 
cents each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


m 
: - 22 
52 cents—Five or more copies, ins = got 


ag o 
awe 


640¢ 
@17 Iv 





